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Following ICC’s 20th anniversary in late 2013, ICC 
staff and volunteers around the world spent 30 days 
praying to discern God’s direction for our ministry in 
the years ahead. 

Throughout 2014, as I sat with all those scriptures and 
words submitted by our staff, God spoke about three 
key works He wants ICC to do in the years ahead. 

Firstly, God spoke of how He wishes to end 
abandonment in China and preserve families that are 
too often broken apart. 

Secondly, He spoke of how ICC’s three project 
locations in China were to continue becoming Centres 
of Transformation. This means taking those we care for 
on a journey towards the fullness of life, by providing 
them with family-style care and all the services that 
they need. 

Thirdly, God planted the seed of a new vision: Centres 
of Learning where we share all we have learned 
throughout our 20 years of working with abandoned 
children with disabilities in China. We don’t yet know 
what these Centres of Learning will look like—but we 

deeply resonate with God’s desire to freely share all 
that we know with others across China. 

This issue of our newsletter is full of stories of how 
our “Centres of Transformation” are empowering the 
children that we care for. This transformation doesn’t 
end with one child—it continues  on as those helped 
begin helping others.

In the coming months, you will read more about God’s 
vision for ICC’s future. My hope is that as you feel the 
excitement that we feel, you will pray for us, support 
us, and maybe even become part of ICC’s family as 
one of our volunteers in China.  The transformation 
we seek is only possible when people like you come 
and serve.

Enjoy these stories and may God stir your heart to 
even greater involvement in His work!

EMPOWERING THROUGH CENTRES OF TRANSFORMATION

David Gotts
Founder & CEO
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When International China Concern volunteer Madeline Fok first met Yang 
Heng Xin—Xin Xin for short—nearly four years ago, the then nine-year-old 
struggled to communicate because of his cerebral palsy. However, he had just 
begun to develop some independence on his feet and the young boy now had 
a dream: he wanted to be able to walk without anyone’s help to his classroom. 
ICC therapists and staff worked with him, and today, Xin Xin can be seen 
walking at speed between home and class with a big smile on his face.

However, Xin Xin still remained unable to speak, communicating mostly 
through sign language. Because many of his caregivers did not understand 
his signing, Xin Xin’s expression was limited to what one of his buddies who 
understood him could translate to others. 

Xin Xin would often cry and get angry, sometimes fighting with and pushing 
other children. “I could feel that he was frustrated,” Madeline says. As the 
computer teacher in Hengyang, the Hong-Kong-born Canadian software 
engineer wondered what she could do to help him communicate.

At first, Madeline tried making cards with different emotions written on them. 
She hoped that Xin Xin could learn to identify what he was feeling. Because 
he hadn’t learned some of the characters, however, it was difficult for him to 
remember what each card meant.

XIN XIN’S DREAM 
THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF LOVE

Madeline Fok with Yang Heng Xin (above and below)
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“It’s even hard for him to write numbers,” Madeline says, noting that Xin Xin can 
handwrite only a limited number of Chinese characters.

As they worked together on the computer, Xin Xin told Madeline that he had a 
new dream: to be able to type. 

So Madeline began to help Xin Xin to type out his inner world. She started by 
asking him to write about who he is—his feelings, his likes and dislikes. When he found himself in a 
conflict, Madeline would help him describe the entire incident, explaining what happened and how he was feeling.  
He began keeping a diary, then moved on to writing about the outings that he went on with ICC.

As Madeline has been working with Xin Xin, others are beginning to notice a change. His anger episodes have decreased. Other children are 
saying that he is pushing and fighting less often. And, Madeline says that Xin Xin—a very intelligent boy—has a real aptitude for learning to use a 
computer, picking up new skills quickly and exploring beyond the basic typing that helps make his communication so much easier.

Madeline says she realises that for children like Xin Xin, learning to type is key to helping them express their inner world of thoughts and 
feelings—a world that might otherwise be completely beyond reach.

“It feels really satisfying,” Madeline says. “This is what God wants me to do here. It’s really, really rewarding.”

“In my role, most of the work I do is one-on-one,” she explains. “The children really appreciate what you do and you feel how they love you. You 
receive back a lot more love than you give out.”

“THEIR RELATIONSHIP IS A BEAUTIFUL 
REFLECTION OF WHAT FAMILY CAN LOOK LIKE. 
MAYBE...SHE HAS INSTILLED IN HIM A BELIEF  
THAT HE HAS SOMETHING WORTH SHARING.”
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Xin Xin wrote these pieces to describe how he felt on his birthday and when a 
beloved caregiver, Tang Ba Ba, passed away. Madeline Fok explains: “ ‘Ba Ba’ 
means Papa. Most kids called him ‘Tang Shu Shu’ which means ‘Uncle Tang,’ 
but Xin Xin uses a more intimate term, treating him more like a father.”

BY YANG HENG XIN  /  16 MARCH 2015

Dear Tang Ba Ba,

We miss you. Thank you for helping us around in our daily life and in many other ac-
tivities. I still remember the times you brought us to Changsha Aquarium to see fishes, 
to see wild flowers (You Cai Hua), and to our local zoo. Tang Ba Ba, thank you for buy-
ing goldfish for us and taking us to eat out. You left us, but now you are in Heaven, rest 
in peace. We want to tell Tang Ba Ba’s family that we share the sorrow and tears with 
them. Tang Ba Ba, we love you. See you...

MY BIRTHDAY 

On 5 Feb 2015, the younger teacher Wang drove her motorbike to pick up sister Jie and 
a large fresh cream fruit cake from the group home to the welfare center.

Because the fruit cake would melt by tomorrow, teacher Wang came at 12:20 pm to tell 
us that the birthday party would be held at 3:00 pm.

This birthday party was for me, Xiao Mei, Liu Hong Mei A-Yi (auntie) and teacher Lauli. 
We sang happy birthday. The teachers and aunties brushed cream on our faces. Our 
faces were all covered with cream. We were all laughing — our little mouths could not 
be closed; they were like little flowers. Then together we ate the very big birthday cake.

Madeline and Xin Xin have developed 
a close relationship in their work 
together. Xin Xin corrects her Cantonese 
pronunciation and she “helps him to 
reach inside and outward,” says Alison 
Kennedy, International Project Liaison in 
Hengyang. 

“The hugs that pass between a 62-year-
old lady and a 13-year-old boy are 
truly precious,” Alison says. “He loves 
her so dearly, and she does him. Their 
relationship is a beautiful reflection of 
what family can look like. Maybe he 
has the confidence to communicate 
and she has instilled in him a belief that 
he has something worth sharing.”

And today, 13-year-old Xin Xin has a 
new dream. He wants to become the 
driver of Route 129—the bus route 
that the children take when they go on 
outings. With the support of caregivers 
like Madeline, Xin Xin has already 
accomplished two of his dreams. Who 
knows—this new dream may not be 
completely out of reach.



A beautiful young woman in a fuchsia evening gown sits down at the milky white 
grand piano. The hall in front of her is packed—nearly all of the 200 white slip-
covered chairs are filled. She touches the keys and melodies flow out: Auld Lang 
Syne, Dream Wedding, Laputa and others.

Only friends in the front row might catch an occasional expression revealing if 
she has missed a note. However, 26-year-old Sun Wu perseveres with grace, and 
the pieces flow seamlessly.

To the casual observer, this could be any young woman giving a piano concert to 
thank her friends and teachers. However, this concert is unique: Sun Wu has had 
to overcome the obstacles of both congenital clubfoot and spina bifida—as well 
as being abandoned by her parents at a young age due to her disability. 

Sun Wu grew up at the welfare centre in Changsha, and has been in 
International China Concern’s care since she was nine years old. 

Over the years, Sun Wu has had many different surgeries to help her walk, each 
one with a recovery period of nearly half a year. Yet this determined young 
woman has completed a vocational training program with good academic 
standing, and is now a part-time special education assistant at ICC’s Lighthouse 
Centre in Changsha.

Sun Wu’s Thank-You Concert
PERSEVERANCE AT WORK



Now, Sun Wu has organised this concert to say thank you—first to God, then 
to the “aunties,” caregivers and friends who have supported her along the 
way as she has overcome obstacles, moved into independent living at our 
Canaan Homes, and become partially self-supporting. 

Among her many caregivers in Changsha, these “aunties” have included long-
term volunteers Darcie Inkpen and Lucy Chua, from Canada and Singapore, 
respectively. Darcie’s daughters also study piano with the same instructor 
as Sun Wu, and she and the Inkpen family have become friends, going on 
outings to art exhibits and to ICC’s Community Outreach Project summer 
camp together. 

Lucy has taken an interest in Sun Wu’s development as well. As they laugh and joke 
together, it is clear that there is a fondness between these two.

Studying piano for the last two and a half years has shown Sun Wu that she can  
accomplish what she sets out to do. 

“Previously, people around me thought that I do not persist on,” she says. However, with the support 
of the long-term volunteers and other caregivers, she has learned that she can persevere and become 
accomplished in something that she enjoys.

In fact, Sun Wu recently completed her grade five piano level, and will take her grade eight level 
exam this summer. She hopes to complete the highest level, grade ten, by 2016 and then become a 
piano teacher herself.

“I think my future is unendingly beautiful,” Sun Wu has said. “I thank every single person who cared for 
me. Thank you for giving me unselfish love and sacrifice. It allowed my life to be filled with hope and opportunity.”
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LAPTOP OPEN, YANG YONG 
SHENG PLUNKS DOWN 
BESIDE A YOUNG WOMAN 
WITH A WITHDRAWN FACE, 
TRYING TO ENGAGE HER 
IN THE VIDEO GAME SHE IS 
PLAYING. 
THOUGH SHE IS INITIALLY 
UNRESPONSIVE, SOON 
OTHER GIRLS IN THE ROOM 
JOIN IN, FILLING THE HOUSE 
WITH LAUGHTER. BEFORE 
LONG, JU JU—THE WARY 

ONE—CANNOT RESIST THE FUN AND ENTERS INTO THE 
GAME, A SHY SMILE GROWING ON HER FACE.

Welcome to the Lotus Family. The young women in this living space at 
the new children’s care centre in Hengyang were one of the fortunate 
families who received two new members this past October. The larger 
building allowed for ICC to receive 26 new children and young people 
from the Hengyang welfare centre, including Yang Xia Ju ( Ju Ju, above 
photo, right), 14, and Yang Xia Tao (Tao Tao, above photo, left), 16.

Both of these young women were assigned “buddies” from their new 
family: Yang Yong Sheng, 26, was assigned to Ju Ju and Yang Hua, 18, 
was paired with Tao Tao. What has been amazing, staff and caregivers 
report, has been watching these buddies and other family members 
welcome the two new girls into their home, giving back to them the 
love and care they themselves have received.

Ju Ju and Tao Tao came into ICC’s care out of a very challenging 
situation. The two young women with shaved heads and long faces 
lived together in isolation, in joyless conditions. Because of the girls’ 
vulnerable state, their room was locked to prevent their wandering 
away. Food was passed to them through the door, and they came out 
of their room only for showers. Unable to manage for themselves and 
left without care and support, the girls’ hygiene was poor and the room 
stank. Ju Ju has epilepsy; her seizures were unmanaged until ICC staff 
began visiting the girls last year. Both girls were clearly suffering.

Upon the girls’ arrival in Lotus Family, however, Yang Yong Sheng, Yang 
Hua and their “siblings” wasted no time in befriending the new family 
members. Yang Hua loves dancing and singing along with TV shows and 
encouraged Tao Tao to get up and dance with her. She quickly discovered 
what foods and toys Tao Tao liked, and would make sure she had them. 
She even taught Tao Tao how to use the washroom and dress herself.

WELCOME TO THE LOTUS FAMILY
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Welcoming and encouraging the new family members has 
increased Yang Yong Sheng and Yang Hua’s self-esteem, says Kyla 
Alexander, head of China operations for ICC.

“They get to lead and be responsible,” she says. “To be the strong 
ones for once—not always being a receiver, but being a giver.”

Gradually, Tao Tao and Ju Ju have begun to respond. Both girls 
were underweight, and Tao Tao had a habit of grabbing any 
food in sight. However, she has now filled out to a healthier 
weight and learned to eat appropriately at the table, says Xing 
Yu Xue, one of the caregivers for the Lotus Family. 

“The whole family really loves the two girls,” Xing says. As she 
speaks, you can see from her wide smile how proud she is of the  
progress these two young women have made.

In fact, Ju Ju—who hardly spoke initially—has recently started to communicate. In mid-March, she surprised everyone by becoming protective of 
one of the caregivers. The “auntie” (as the caregivers are known) had put her head down to take a nap. One of the girls started pestering the auntie 
and waking her. Ju Ju suddenly spoke up, telling her fellow family member to leave the caregiver alone. 

“It’s a huge blessing to see all these girls flourishing and becoming givers of life,” says Kyla. “Ten years ago, Yang Hua and Yang Yong Sheng were 
the ones needing love, and now they’re givers of love.” 

“In a few years, it will be Ju Ju and Tao Tao loving and giving to others.”

The Lotus Family today
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A row of children in little car seats lined the room, Tim Tunks 
remembers. These children in the Hengyang welfare centre were 
considered not healthy enough to be adopted, he says, describing 
how flies buzzed around the children. 

“I went over, said, ‘Ni hao’ and started waving the flies off their 
faces,” Tim recalls. “But I got nothing—they didn’t move or even 
acknowledge me.”

For Tim—who was in Hengyang as part of a 2010 China Team from 
Mueller College near Brisbane, Australia—it was startling. “It was the 
first time I’d ever seen that absence of hope and complete absence 
of life in a person,” says Tim. “Those kids had no chance.”

But it was the juxtaposition between these children and another 
little girl, Ci Ci—who Tim had met in ICC’s Baby Room Three and 
whom he now sponsors—that affected Tim the most. Ci Ci has 
severe cerebral palsy and epilepsy, leaving her with no real physical 
control of her body. “She’s kind of locked in,” Tim explains. “But I 
could get that sense of life in her, seeing the life in her eyes and 
watching her laugh. Seeing the contrast—that still sticks with me.”

It was this kind of transformative power in ICC’s work that has 
brought Tim back to China on multiple occasions. He returned with 
teams from Mueller College in 2011 and again in 2013 as a student 
leader. Today, the 19-year-old is a language student learning Chinese 
as a long-term volunteer in Changsha. Tim credits the influence of 
his Mueller College teachers and of ICC field staff with shaping his 
decision to dedicate what he believes will be many years of his life 
to working with abandoned children with disabilities in China.

Liz Scheu, principal of Mueller middle school, is a former ICC 
Australia board member who accompanies students on the school’s 
trips to China. Tim says she and others like Paul Valese (head of the 
Christian school) and Michael Gilliver were the greatest influences 
on him when he was a teen. “They really encouraged that mission 
mindset,” says Tim.



After being in China, Tim remembers thinking, “Why can’t I do something as well? 
It’s not hard to make a difference: it’s not hard to send out flyers and tell people why 
you’re doing it.” The idea was born to move towards being in China long-term.

During Tim’s first China trip, he spent a lot of time with then-Therapy Manager, Alison 
Kennedy. He was impressed by the power of physical therapy to improve quality 
of life—so much so that he decided to pursue physiotherapy as a course of study 
in university. However, when his grades prevented him from getting into the program and when an 
alternate course of study in clinical exercise physiology proved uninspiring, Tim left university.

While working in an unfulfilling role as a salesperson following his short time in university, Tim said he 
had a moment of revelation. When he asked himself where he wanted to be in the next 20 to 30 years, 
the response that came was, “in China.” So, he began to take steps towards that goal, the first of which 
was making a commitment as a long-term volunteer to learn Chinese in Changsha.

Tim says he is inspired by the way that ICC 
transforms lives by focusing on individualised—
rather than institutionalised—care. “It’s all about 
looking at the kids as individuals,” Tim says. “How 
can we improve the quality of life for this one?” he 
explains. The question is one he hopes that he and 
his occupational therapist fiancée, Brooke Hussey, will 
dedicate many years of their life to helping answer for 
the children in ICC’s care.

TIM ON ONE OF HIS FIRST CHINA TRIPS



They can laugh about it now. And they do—often and heartily. It must 
have been quite the adventure, these two young men from International 
China Concern’s Changsha Project independently making the hour-
long train journey to Hengyang. There was a traffic jam on the way to 
the train station, they tell us. Because of it, they missed their scheduled 
afternoon departure, and had to figure out how to rebook their tickets 
for the evening train. They shrug and laugh. It was no big deal.

But the overriding impression that comes through these two young 
men as they speak is deeper than the laughter. Beyond the fact that 
Li Shi, 28, and Zhou Li, 22, are good friends who enjoy each other’s 
company, there is something more. These two exude joy. Their lives are 
full. As Zhou Li put it in a recent update to his sponsors: “You may think 
my daily life is dull or boring, but I think it is rich and substantial.” 

In early February, these two young men made up their minds to 
travel to ICC’s Hengyang Project during Chinese New Year to spend 
time with the children there and see how they were faring in the new 
children’s care centre. 

With the help of long-term ICC volunteer 
Sunny Sun, Li Shi and Zhou Li arranged their 
accommodations. They booked their own train tickets. With their 
own money, they bought snacks and small gifts for the children in 
Hengyang. Then they set off to volunteer in Hengyang and encourage 
the children there.

“We went there to have fun with the children—playing games and 
going out with them for walks,” Zhou Li says.

A heart of generosity comes naturally to these two young men. With 
the money he made selling newspapers, hard-working Li Shi has 
become a Hand in Hand sponsor in his own right to another young 
person in Changsha. 

Li Shi has cerebral palsy and has been in ICC’s care since 1997. He was 
abandoned at a train station at the age of five, and spent his first years 
at the welfare centre sharing a bed with another child. The two kept 
each other warm and made sure that the other received enough food, 
since both were almost totally immobile. Without ICC’s support, Li Shi 

LI SHI AND ZHOU LI’S 
HENGYANG ADVENTURE 
EMPOWERING OUR YOUNG ADULTS

Zhou Li’s photo of Li 
Shi at the Hengyang Project gate.
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would likely not have lived to dream of making this journey, nor even considered 
taking such a trip independently. 

Zhou Li came into ICC’s care at three years of age with a cleft lip and palate. He 
has received informal culinary training and can now cook for more than ten 
people. He has recently been cooking for the staff of a small company and is 
able to buy birthday presents for his friends with his own wages. Both men live in 
ICC’s Canaan Homes, a setting that provides young adults with semi-independent 
living in a supportive environment.

In spite of missing their train and being delayed, their Hengyang journey was a 
great trip, they say.

“It’s really good to see that the kids in Hengyang have a better environment in 
their new building,” says Zhou Li. “I’m very happy for that.” 

“It felt really good to have the time together,” adds Li Shi. “We learned to helped 
each other during the trip.”

What’s next for these two men? “If we have the opportunity, we will go to 
Sanmenxia,” says Li Shi. 

“We want to get to know the other orphans there and see how they are doing,” 
chimes in Zhou Li.

To learn more about how you can help, please visit

CHINACONCERN.ORG/VOLUNTEER
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This past February, American Friends of International China Concern 
(AFICC) received accreditation to the Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountability (EFCA), allowing them to become full members of the 
Christian Alliance for Orphans.

The Christian Alliance for Orphans (CAFO) is a network of more than 
one hundred highly-respected organisations and churches united to 
inspire and equip Christians to care for orphans. By coordinating the 
strengths of member organisations, volunteers and churches in joint 
initiatives, CAFO seeks to encourage local hubs of adoption, foster care 
and global orphan care ministry. CAFO also holds its members to the 
highest standards of fiscal accountability, effectiveness, and Gospel-
centered ministry.

Tracy Imbach, National Office Director for AFICC, says that being a 
member of CAFO has significant benefits to ICC on a global awareness 
level, allowing ICC to network with other organisations that care for 

orphans around the world. “I’m thankful for becoming part of a larger 
orphan care community whose heartbeat is the same as ICC’s,” Tracy says. 

“Now, when we go to churches, we’re introducing them to the larger 
network and vice versa,” she explains, noting that she has proposed ICC 
as an organisation from which people could sponsor children on CAFO’s 
Orphan Sunday.  

Being a member of CAFO “places ICC at the centre of a growing 
international movement of Christ-followers who believe wholeheartedly 
that God loves every child—especially those in situations of vulnerability,” 
says ICC’s founder and CEO David Gotts. “Our shared passion for 
abandoned and disabled children—and the opportunities ICC offers to 
those within this movement—can translate into even more abandoned 
children coming to know the fullness of life,” David says.

ICC’s China Operations Director, Kyla Alexander, spoke recently at the 
2015 CAFO Summit in Nashville, TN on preserving families dealing with 
disability issues in China.



CORPORATE PARTNER FEATURE:

MILANOVIC NEALE 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS
Milanovic Neale Consulting Engineers (MNCE) is a Brisbane, Australia-based firm 
working in detailed engineering design and implementation on a wide variety of projects, 
from small subdivisions to multi-million dollar developments. Milanovic Neale has been 
a Walk the Wall corporate sponsor since 2014.

Jon Neale, managing director of MNCE, first became involved with International China 
Concern when he visited our Changsha Project in 2004 as a member of a China Team. 
That trip was life-changing, Jon says. A baby was left at the gates of the welfare centre 
during his time there, Jon recalls. The child was placed in a separate room that the team 
could not access. “I could hear the baby cry from when we first arrived,” Jon says. “Heart-
achingly, it continued to cry for much of the time we were there.” 

“I did not feel able to do anything for this child who had been abandoned and was alone 
in a cold room,” Jon explains. “This was a moment where my heart broke, and I saw a 
small glimpse of God’s heart for the helpless.”

This experience underlies MNCE’s sponsorship of ICC. “Knowing that ICC is working 
every day to give children in these desperate circumstances an opportunity for a better 
future is worth our support,” Jon says. A fellow church and China Team member, Josh 
Hills, is now Jon’s business partner at MNCE. Their China experience deepened their 
friendship, which eventually lead to their business partnership. In addition, Jon’s wife, 
Alana, creates ICC’s Prayer Calendar each month. The Neale family also sponsors a child 
in our Hengyang Project.

We are so grateful for the support we receive from our Corporate Partners. And when 
our sponsors have this kind of deep connection with our work, they are really part of the 
ICC family! Thank you, Milanovic Neale Consulting Engineers for your support!

Jon and Alana Neale and family at Walk the Wall in Brisbane, Australia.  

This ongoing series features our Corporate Partners who 
support International China Concern by sponsoring 
Walk the Wall and by encouraging their employees to 
get involved. A Corporate Partnership can contribute to 
improving employee morale, acquiring new customers, 
and raising a company’s profile. It can also result in 
substantial tax benefits. If you are interested in becoming 
a Corporate Partner, please visit 

CHINACONCERN.ORG/CORPORATE-PARTNERS

www.mnce.com.au



For complete address information, please 
visit our website: 

CONTACT US

chinaconcern.org/contact

AUSTRALIA
P: +61 (0) 7 3812 8118   E: australia@chinaconcern.org

CANADA
P: +1 604 322 3119   E: canada@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG
P: +852 2529 2952   E: hongkong@chinaconcern.org

NEDERLAND
P: +31 229 236485   E: nederland@chinaconcern.org

SINGAPORE
P: +65 9684 6914   E: singapore@chinaconcern.org

UNITED KINGDOM & REPUBLIC OF IRELAND
P: +44 (0) 1670 505622   E: uk@chinaconcern.org

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
P: +1 360 746 8520   E: usa@chinaconcern.org

FOR GENERAL ENQUIRIES, CONTACT US BY EMAIL
E: enquiries@chinaconcern.org

Help bring fullness of life to a child in need. 
BECOME A CHILD SPONSOR TODAY!

CHINACONCERN.ORG/SPONSOR

2015 IS COMING!
VISIT WALKTHEWALL.ORG FOR DETAILS


