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development organisation that changes lives 
by bringing love, hope and opportunity to 
China’s abandoned and disabled.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

The Great Wall of China stretches over 6,000 km across parts of 
northern China. It was built as an impassable barrier—which is how a 
lot of people see the problem of abandonment in China. 

But together we can cover the distance many times over, and we can 
save children doing it.

Join us for a Walk the Wall event near you this year and help raise 
funds and awareness for disabled children and together we can save 
lives and end abandonment in China!

AUSTRALIA

Bundaberg  16 July 
Gold Coast  6 August 
Gatton  7 August 
Redcliffe  13 August 
Kingaroy  27 August 
Ipswich  3 September 
Adelaide  3 September 
Sydney  3 September 
Brisbane  10 September  
Kalamunda  10 September  
Craigie  10 September 
Mt. Gambier  25 September  
Melbourne  22 October

CANADA

Ottawa  24 September 
Toronto  24 September 
Waterloo 24 September 
Vancouver 24 September 
Winnipeg 24 September

HONG KONG

Hong Kong 8 October

UNITED KINGDOM

London 3 September

USA

Indianapolis  10 September 
Bellingham  2 October 
Austin  8 October 
Bay Area  9 October

NO EVENT NEAR YOU? 
NO PROBLEM!

You can be part of Walk the Wall 
no matter where you live. You 
can simply make a donation to 
one of the events, or you can 
walk by yourself or with a few 
people. It can be a walk of any 
length, a hike, or some sort of 
challenge you think you can do. 
It’s up to you!
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THANK YOU!
Because of you we are seeing 
attitudes changing toward disabled 
children in China.
Thank you for your ongoing 
support of the disabled children 
and youth in ICC’s care. Your 
generosity is the reason we 
can continually make strides 
toward saving lives and ending 
abandonment in China. 

Because of you, we are seeing less 
resistance toward the disabled and 
more compassion where there was 
almost none before.

From grocery store staff kindly 
assisting our children choose, 
weigh, and pay for vegetables for 
their family meal, to having local 
college-aged students volunteer 
their time to be with the children. 
There is an ongoing shift in attitude 
toward the disabled in some of our 
communities in China. 

It’s equally important to mention 
that each of our more than 200 
caregivers are hired locally and 
become aunties and uncles to the 
children in our care. They bond like 
any family. They have tremendous 

compassion and love for the 
children and work with our long 
term volunteers to meet the daily 
needs of our children. 

This can only happen because 
you make it possible for us to 
care for children who were once 
abandoned because of their 
disabilities. You make it possible for 
us to take the children out into the 
community and share their light 
and joy. You make it possible to be 
a light in a dark place and that light 
is contagious. 

On behalf of myself, ICC’s 
volunteers, staff and children thank 
you for your generosity. Together 
we are saving lives and ending 
abandonment in China!

In Him, 

David Gotts 
Founder

David Gotts 
ICC’s Founder
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Your support is so much more than a financial 
transaction. Because of you the children and young 
people in ICC’s care get medical attention, therapy, 
education and nourishment in a family-style home. 
Best of all, they receive the love they deserve. And all 
of this translates into opportunity after opportunity 
for each child to reach their full potential. Your gift 
then becomes a transaction of the heart.

You are a blessing to these sweet children and young 
people who have so much life and love to give back 
to the world.

Children like Yang Zheng who, at just a few years of 
age, lost her family. She was left without adequate 
care in a government welfare centre, sharing a bed 
with several other children, competing for attention, 
food and scarce resources. Every day she fought to 

be understood, to have her needs met, and to live. 
There was no education arranged for her despite her 
sharp mind and keen learning ability. She was alone 
amidst the crowd of other children and her life was 
void of the parental care that she so needed.

She was born with cerebral palsy which affects her 
motor abilities. Because of difficulty with muscle 
control she walks with an unusual gait and she finds 
holding a pencil and chopsticks difficult. It also 
affects her speech. Words are hard for her to express, 
and she struggles to be understood.

We first met Yang Zheng when she was five years 
old—tiny, cute, independent, and spirited. When we 
started our project in Hengyang, our initial focus 
was to provide more caregivers for the children to 
ensure their most basic needs were met. This focus 

Because of you Yang Zheng has the care she needs to 
teach us what a courageous and resilient young girl 
can accomplish!

YOUR SUPPORT     IN ACTION

Yang Zheng with Kyla Alexander, ICC’s China Operation Director (left), and family photo with her sisters from her home (right).
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YOUR SUPPORT     IN ACTION
allowed Yang Zheng to have more attention and care 
every day. Secondly, we set up family group homes 
for the girls, and Yang Zheng moved into a group 
home on the welfare centre premises with dedicated 
caregivers and her own bed and belongings. 

We then started education classes, Yang Zheng was 
able to start receiving an education. She thrived 
under this love and care, and she showed us her 
beautiful, resilient spirit, and her love for others.

But in 2009 Yang Zheng received another blow. 
Stomach pains led to a test and a diagnosis of 
ovarian cancer. Because of the generous support 
of donors, ICC was able to get her the surgery she 
needed, and then later a course of chemotherapy for 
six months.

This amazing little girl fought it, and she won, and 
recent tests show she is still in remission. She showed 
us her amazing courage and resilience!

This wouldn’t be the last time her resilience was 
tested. When Yang Zheng relocated to one of our 

group homes she had the opportunity to attend 
public school. 

At the age of 13 she started grade one with children 
half her age. At school she faced bullying because 
of her disability, and she also faced the challenges 
of learning and studying though her pencil grip and 
her speech were not fully developed. In the local 
schooling system there is no support for those with 
disabilities, and she battled this with bravery and 
tenacity with help from ICC’s caregivers and teachers.

Yang Zheng is now 17 years old. She is studying 
grade 5 now. She is learning to use a computer, 
including Skype, email and other programs, such 
as learning how to connect with others on social 
media.

Yang Zheng has so much courage. She inspires us 
with her beauty, courage and resilience. She gives 
us courage to keep giving, and fighting and leaning 
in for better care for her and all of the children we 
serve. And because of your generosity, together we 
can strive for and serve these precious lives.

Yang Zheng’s beaming smile has always brought joy to others. Not surprisingly, that smile endured during her chemotherapy.



6

SOLIDARITY SISTERS
WHEN YOU SPONSOR A CHILD IN ICC’S CARE, IT’S LIKE GRAFTING A NEW MEMBER 
INTO YOUR OWN FAMILY, EXTENDING LOVE AND COMPASSION AS YOU WOULD TO 
YOUR OWN CHILD.

Laura Askew first went on a China Team trip (ICC’s 
short-term service teams) in January 2007 and 
sponsored her first child in Hengyang after that 
trip. She then went on four more China Team trips, 
on one of which her husband, Phil, bonded with 
another child that they began sponsoring on their 
return home. 

When their daughter, Maymi, was born in 2013 
Laura and Phil knew that they wanted her, and any 
children they had later, to sponsor a child as they 
grew up. 

I was doing a budget for my maternity leave 
earlier this year and realised we had £25 a 
month of the money we normally give away 
“spare.” It seemed immediately obvious that 
we should use it to sponsor another child. It 
was about two weeks before Maymi’s second 

birthday and we hadn’t decided on a main 
present for her so that seemed perfect!

Our friend, Luke, is currently volunteering in 
Hengyang so I had a conversation with him 
about any children around Maymi’s age that 
needed sponsorship. We ideally wanted a child 
that had a small chance of being adopted so 
that Maymi could build a long relationship 
with them. Luke has been working really closely 
with Jiao and put her name forward with a lot 
of enthusiasm! I contacted the UK [National] 
office quickly and was able to give Jiao’s photo 
to Maymi on her birthday.

We gave her the envelope with Jiao’s picture 
in it when we were out for her birthday and 
explained that as she knew mummy had a 
special friend in China called Ci Ci and daddy 

In Hengyang, Jiao is learning to 
feed herself with a spoon
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YOUR  
SPONSORSHIP  

IN ACTION

had a special friend in China called Ying Ying, 
and now Maymi had her own special friend 
in China called Jiao. She was so proud of her 
special friend and we’ve had to put the photo 
in a frame on the wall as every time anyone 
came round she would go and get it off the 
fridge and show them and tell them who it was, 
and the photo was getting destroyed!

We often pray with Maymi for “Big Luke” as 
she calls him and that he would be able to help 
and love the children in China. So it seemed 
natural to suggest praying for Jiao. At first we 
would suggest it to her but now when we ask 
Maymi who she wants to pray for she nearly 
always says “Jiao, my special friend in China.” 

Maymi is learning to feed herself most of her own 
meals with a spoon and fork. Some ends up on 
the floor or in her bib but mostly in her mouth! At 
the same time, Jiao has been receiving therapy to 
help her wean from a bottle to a spoon. She is just 
learning to eat with a utensil and for the first time 
finished a whole bowl without a drop in her bib! 
Maymi often prays that Jiao “would eat all her dinner.” 

With Maymi cheering and praying her on, Jiao will 
have it down in no time.

The Askews had a baby boy, Benjamin, in April and 
they look forward to finding a sponsor child for him 
when he’s a bit older. 

He already has a special Chinese connection as 
his middle name is Tsui after a little boy who 
climbed into [Laura’s] heart on my first team; 
and despite leaving this earth shortly after I met 
him, he is still incredibly important to us. The 
name is to honour him but also to represent all 
the children we know and love in China; they 
are part of our family too!

Thank you, Askews, and to all of our sponsors, for 
being family to these precious lives who have no 
biological family to call their own.

In the UK, Maymi is learning to feed 
herself at the same time as Jiao, her 
“special friend”

If you’d like to sponsor a child 
in ICC’s care, visit  
chinaconcern.org/sponsor
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Top & Bottom Left:  
Ellen Morales and her drum students 
playing drums at Sports Day

Top Right:  
Ellen teaching two boys how to play 
djembe drums

WE NEED YOU!
We need volunteers to live and 
serve in China! This once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to impact 
lives is at your fingertips. Visit 
chinaconcern.org/volunteer
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Because of your 
generosity, the 
children in ICC’s 
care receive love, 
medical attention, 
therapy, education, 
nutrition, and family 
style homes. It’s our 
long term volunteers 
who steward 
these tremendous 
resources with 
wisdom and 
discernment and 

go the extra mile to serve the children in ways they 
would never receive in the government-run institution.

Long term volunteer, Ellen Morales (pictured above) 
who lives in Changsha, tells us she has no music 
ability, and never had much interest in learning how 
to play an instrument. That is, until she kept bumping 
into opportunities for the children to learn and play music.

When one of the girls, Du Yun Hua, wanted to 
learn how to play the zither (gu zheng), a Chinese 
stringed instrument, Ellen took her to her lessons 
and learned enough of the instrument to help her 
play. Despite the challenges of her disability, Hua 
persevered to learn the instrument. She passed her 
first exam and is ready to take her grade three exam. 
Under Ellen’s tutelage she learned that she could save 
her money and is ready to pay for her own exam. 
Understanding the value of money in exchange for 
learning the instrument has helped Hua feel like she 
has accomplished even more.

Ellen helped a young boy who was keen to learn 
the piano. Blind from birth, he was determined to 

learn so Ellen arranged for lessons and supported 
him while he practiced. He has become quite good 
at it despite his visual limitations. He is intuitive and 
has an excellent ear to hear the right notes and 
is determined to find the right keys. This not only 
teaches him that he is able beyond his disability, 
it also expands his cognitive development by 
developing keen auditory functions.

Ellen sees the value in the children learning musical 
instruments as she can see their joy in creating music 
and accomplishing something they didn’t know 
they could do when they started. And music kept 
following her around so she started to pay more 
attention and listen to what God might have in store 
for more children.

In recent months she kept seeing djembe (pro-
nounced “jem-bay”) drums — in magazines and 
advertisements, they kept crossing her path. She 
decided to see if it was a good option to teach the 
children how to play but she couldn’t find a teacher 
so she set it aside for a while. Then she came across 
a djembe store in Changsha when she was looking 
for something else. She went in to find out the cost 
of one and talked to the owner about ICC and the 
children, and the owner was so moved by what ICC 
does that she gave Ellen two drums for free! Ellen 
took the initiative to pay for lessons so she could 
teach the children, but the owner gave her lessons 
for free too!

We are so grateful for Ellen’s time and dedication to 
the children. And we are so grateful to you for your 
generosity so that the children are cared for and 
loved and ready for opportunities like learning to 
play an instrument.

VOLUNTEERING IN ACTION

TO THE BEAT OF A DJEMBE DRUM
INTRODUCING LONG TERM VOLUNTEER ELLEN MORALES
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BECAUSE OF YOU, WALK THE WALL IS RAISING FUNDS AND 
AWARENESS FOR ABANDONED AND DISABLED CHILDREN IN CHINA!
Walk the Wall events are taking place around the world! But why are we walking? And 
for whom?

Walk the Wall is a very special event held around 
the globe every year between July and December. 
It’s when we join with our communities and walk 
on behalf of abandoned children with disabilities in 
China. It’s an opportunity for you, your friends, your 
colleagues, and your church to walk together to raise 
funds that will transform lives. 

Lives like Yuan Yi who at six weeks old was left at a 
Chinese government welfare centre without a family 
to care for her. 

When we found her at two years old we received her 
into our arms and gave her love, medical attention, 

education, therapy, nutrition, and a home with us 
for life! This could only have happened because of 
generous people like you.

Yuan Yi has cerebral palsy and epilepsy so it was 
imperative that her first year in our care set the stage 
for her life. 

She needed consistent physical therapy, so she could 
build up strength, allowing her limbs to bear the 
weight of her body and learn how to change body 
positions such as sitting, crawling, and rolling. 

Now eight years old, Yuan Yi’s physical strength is 
constantly improving as she has gone from kneeling 

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE
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to standing to walking without assistance. She can 
even climb stairs! 

Cognitively she is both easygoing and energetic 
and loves getting hugs from visitors. Though she 
cannot speak real words, she claps to get someone’s 
attention and loves to be sociable in all the ways she 
can communicate. 

She can make sounds, reach out her hands and 
understand many instructions. She loves music and 
can clap her hands in time to it. 

Yuan Yi has accomplished so many milestones in 
her life because you and people like you have come 
together to raise funds and walk on her behalf and 
for all the children in our care. 

We Walk the Wall because Yuan Yi and the other 
children in our care deserve to reach their potential. 
They deserve to be known. They deserve the same 
opportunities as any of God’s children. They deserve 
to be loved and to love.

If you haven’t registered for Walk the Wall already, 
please join us by signing up, getting sponsors to 
support you and put on your walking shoes and walk 
for Yuan Yi and the thousands of other children like 
her in China.

Let’s give love, hope, and opportunity to these 
precious lives and together we can Give Life and End 
Abandonment.

To register for Walk the Wall in 
your city or find out how you can 
organize a Walk in your area, visit 
walkthewall.org.

When we Walk the Wall, we’re walking for Yuan Yi (above)



FEEL THE PASSION, SEE THE CHANGE 
The mission of International China Concern is only possible 
because of the dedication and commitment of self-supporting 
volunteers, living and working in China, who have a passion to 
see broken lives be whole and full. 

Your skills, expertise and passion can help change a child’s life. 

Some of the roles available:

 • General Volunteers

 • Physical Therapists

 • Occupational Therapists

 • Pastoral Care Workers

 • Special Education Teachers

Visit our website to find out more about the ways you can 
directly impact lives in China.  

CHINACONCERN.ORG/VOLUNTEER

HOW TO CONNECT WITH ICC

@CHINACONCERN

FACEBOOK.COM/CHINACONCERN

@CHINACONCERN

DONATE
CHINACONCERN.ORG/DONATE

VOLUNTEER
CHINACONCERN.ORG/VOLUNTEER

LIKE US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

CONTACT US
AUSTRALIA

P: +61 (0)7 3812 8118

E: australia@chinaconcern.org

CANADA

P: +1 604 322 3119

E: canada@chinaconcern.org

CHINA

E: china@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG

P: +852 2529 2952

E: hongkong@chinaconcern.org

NEDERLAND

P: +31 229 236485

E: nederland@chinaconcern.org

SINGAPORE

P: +65 9684 6914

E: singapore@chinaconcern.org

UNITED KINGDOM  
& REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

P: +44 (0) 1670 505622

E: uk@chinaconcern.org

UNITED STATES

P: +1 360 746 8520

E: usa@chinaconcern.org

FOR GENERAL ENQUIRIES, 
CONTACT US BY EMAIL

E: enquiries@chinaconcern.org


