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International China Concern is a Christian 
development organisation that changes lives 
by bringing love, hope and opportunity to 
China’s abandoned and disabled.
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Tan Xun shows us that 
small achievements 
can mean great things! 
P. 4

ALSO INSIDE:
A China Team short-term volunteer 
treasures her experience. 
P. 6

Family-style living creates community. 
P. 8

Walk the Wall 2016 is coming up! 
P. 2,10
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UPCOMING EVENTS
WALK THE WALL 2016
The Great Wall of China stretches over 6,000 km across parts 
of northern China. It was built as an impassable barrier—which 
is how a lot of people see the problem of abandonment in 
China. 

But together we can cover the distance many times over, and 
we can save children doing it.

Join us for a Walk the Wall event near you this year and help 
raise funds and awareness for disabled children and move 
toward ending abandonment in China!

For more information or to be part of Walk the Wall in your 
city in 2016, visit: www.walkthewall.org

ICC IS COMING TO YOU  
(SPEAKING DATES)
USA
ICC Founder David Gotts is attending CAFO 2016, (the annual 
Christian Alliance for Orphans Summit) in Orlando, FL,  
5-6 May.

For more details, visit: www.cafo.org 

AUSTRALIA
Circle of Hope fundraising events, featuring ICC China 
Operations Director Kyla Alexander: 

Melbourne - 21 May 
Adelaide - 23 May 
Sydney - 25 May 
Brisbane - 28 May

For more details, contact the ICC Australia office at:  
australia@chinaconcern.org

NETHERLANDS
Opwekking - Pinkster conferentie 2016 (Pentecost Conference) 
13-16 May

ICC Netherlands is a featured charity at the largest Christian 
family conference in the country.

For more details, visit: 
www.opwekking.nl/conferenties/pinksterconferentie 
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THANK YOU!
Because of you the children in ICC’s care will not only 
receive the necessities to live a full life, they will 
discover that they are fearfully and wonderfully made 
and that God has a unique plan for their lives!

I want to thank you for your 
continued support of ICC.  
I know that without you and 
what you give in terms of prayer, 
participation and financial 
support, we would not be able 
to serve the children in China 
and take strides toward ending 
abandonment there. 

Because of you the children in 
our care can know that God 
is intimately involved in the 
creation of each of their lives, 
including those born with 
disabilities. 

It’s easy to look at someone with 
a disability and think that that 
is a reflection of the fall. That 
somehow God’s plan for creating  
a “normal” person was thwarted. 
My view is different. My view 
is that God has created each 
and every one of these children 

and was just as present when 
they were knit together in their 
mother’s womb as He was for 
you and me. And just as God 
has purposes and plans for you 
and me, so, too, does God have 
a unique purpose and a plan 
for each and every one of ICC’s 
children. 

The work of ICC is to help call out 
each child’s uniqueness and help 
them walk out their purpose for 
all of the days God has ordained 
for them. It’s to help these 
children know that, despite their 
disability, they are fearfully and 
wonderfully made. And without 
you that couldn’t happen.

On behalf of the children thank 
you for your part in making it 
known to them that they are each 
a masterpiece made in the image 
of God.

For you created my inmost being; 
     you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
     your works are wonderful, 

I know that full well.
My frame was not hidden from you 
     when I was made in the secret place, 

when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body; 
     all the days ordained for me were written in your book 

before one of them came to be. 

Psalm 139:13

David Gotts 
ICC’s Founder
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Child Sponsorship is the cornerstone of building 
a healthy, thriving environment for the children 
in ICC’s care. Without your support we couldn’t 
provide the level of care and attention these 
children need. It’s your committed, steady 
generosity that ensures the children and young 
people get medical attention, therapy, education 
and nourishment in a family-style living situation. 
Best of all, they receive the love they deserve.

Thank you for being a blessing to these sweet 
children who have so much life and love to give 
back to the world.

Children like Tan Xun who was born with a cleft 
palate, clubfeet and a learning disability. He came 
into ICC’s care when he was just three weeks old. 
From the time he was four until he was 12 he lived 
with a foster family who would bring him to ICC’s 
facilities for therapy and education. But there came 
a time when his foster family could no longer care 
for him. So Tan Xun came back into ICC’s care.

Despite losing his foster family, Tan Xun, now 16, 
is a happy young man who likes to help others, 
particularly adults. He especially loves to be the 
classroom helper. When the teachers assign the 
children to their classrooms in the morning, Tan 
Xun is right there, eager to help them make the 
announcements and though his pronunciation isn’t 
always clear, he always remembers correctly who is 
to go where.

He is also an expert in household chores. In this 
past year he has learned how to sweep the floor, 
fold the clothes and wash the dishes. Despite his 
physical limitations, Xun is always eager to finish 
his jobs. His teachers work hard to design creative 
ways to teach him. After two months of learning 
with some adult supervision, he is now able to 
fold and stack the clothes on his own. He is now 
moving on to socks, learning from his carers (also 
called Nannies) how to first identify and sort the 
pairs. Xun has proven himself to be a fast learner!

One of Xun’s greatest joys is attending his special 
education class and interacting with his teachers. 
He has a lovely relationship with them as they have 
mentored him and helped him improve his ability 
to perform daily activities. After a cooking class, 
Xun was asked to wash his bowl. But he didn’t want 
to stop there — he wanted to wash everybody’s 
bowl! The teachers showed him manageable steps 
and stood with him to help him along and now 
Xun is often able to wash the breakfast dishes by 
himself!

Xun grows more and more toward independence, 
experiencing the joy of contributing to life around 
him and building self-worth and dignity along the 
way. He has taught us all that small achievements 
mean great things! Xun is one of many children 
who are living the fullness of life because of your 
love and financial support!

Because of you Tan Xun has carers who love him and 
teachers who can help him work with his physical 
limitations so he can grow and develop his dexterity 
and be the helpful young man he so desires to be!

YOUR SPONSORSHIP 
IN ACTION
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Tan Xun gaining independence by 
helping out with household chores
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YOUR SUPPORT 
IN ACTION

LOVE HAS NO BARRIERS
WHEN YOU VISIT OUR CARE HOMES IN CHINA YOU SEE 
YOUR LOVE REFLECTING BACK IN THE FACES OF EACH CHILD.

ICC was founded on short-term volunteer teams, known as China Teams, and they are very important to 
the care we provide to our children.

This is much more than just social tourism. Teams are building on the important work of our full-time 
volunteers who can’t always give every child the one-on-one attention they deserve.

After only two weeks of concentrated care from short-term volunteers, our therapists say the children 
can make huge gains physically and socially.

Xia He is a sweet, very shy 
little girl with cerebral palsy. 
When she meets China Team 
volunteer Kristie Cothren for 
the first time, they share a very 
special moment.
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Kristie Cothren, a speech and language therapist 
from the U.S., was inspired to come to China 
recently after hearing the stories of these gains 
from others who had been on a short-term 
volunteer trip. Accustomed to working with young 
children with disabilities, she felt God leading her 
to join a short-term China Team earlier this year.

When she arrived at ICC’s Children’s Care Centre 
in Hengyang a little girl named He He caught her 
attention:

I had watched her for the first four days of the 
trip and didn’t know how best to interact with 
her. On the fifth day I said a quiet prayer for 
God to help me bring some relief or happiness 
to this little soul and God answered in a huge 
way. I began to deeply massage her back 
and noticed that she became very quiet and 
leaned forward as if enjoying the massage. As 
I brought my hand around her right shoulder 
for a good squeeze, she turned her head, looked 
right into my eyes and gave me the most 
beautiful smile that I have ever seen! It was as 
if God was looking right into my face! I simply 
kept massaging her back and shoulders and she 
began to laugh! I will treasure this experience 
for the rest of my life!

When we asked Kristie what this experience has 
brought to her life she replied:

My experience with He He and with all 
of the children at ICC is that there truly 
isn’t a language barrier when it comes to 
demonstrating love, compassion and tenderness 
to children.  They sense a gentle touch, a smile, 
a kind voice and they will respond in their 
own unique ways.  The children at ICC are 
truly no different than many of the children 
in America that I see with the same types of 
disabilities.  Many have experienced trauma 
that is very different than the children I see at 
home, but truly God created children to respond 
to attention, affection and stability and that 
is what ICC is providing for these beautiful 
children and that is why ICC is seeing such a 
difference in their lives.  

We are profoundly grateful to Kristie and all of our 
short-term and long-term volunteers who give of 
their time to love the children in our care.

If you’d like to make a difference 
in the lives of children with 

disabilities, you can join a short-
term volunteer China Team. Visit  

www.chinaconcern.org/go  
for more information.

Kristie Cothren with He He
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YOUR 
SUPPORT 
IN ACTION
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In 2012 we opened the Rich Hubbard Community Group Homes in Hengyang, two specially renovated 
homes for older children within a neighbourhood that is close to schools, markets and buses. Many of 
the children living there attend local schools and learn how to live within the community, the first of 
many steps toward greater independence.

One of the aims of having the community group 
homes is to give the children the opportunity to 
participate and engage in their local community 
for everyday life experiences. Very recently the 
boys and girls were able to do just that by planning 
and shopping for their own meal. They were put 
into pairs and given a budget and each pair had to 
decide on one dish for the meal. Then they went 
shopping for the ingredients and helped their 
carers prepare and cook their dish.

There was much excitement the morning the first 
group left for the supermarket. The children went 
inside in pairs with the help of their teachers, to 
get the ingredients they needed. Some needed 
tomatoes and eggs, others needed meat and others 
vegetables. The children were eager to learn how 
to choose the freshest vegetables and different cuts 
of meat, as well as count out the right amount of 
money and pay.

We don’t always know how people will respond 
when we take children with disabilities as visible 
as ours into the community. It can be a nervous 
affair. But on this day we were very touched by 
how the supermarket staff treated the children, 
treating them no differently than any other child or 
person. One shop assistant was particularly helpful 
in weighing out the vegetables and finding spices. 
She commented to one of our Hengyang project 
leaders about how happy the children were.

The experience was full of life lessons, from 
choosing a meal and sorting out the ingredients, 
budgeting, finding the food in the shop, choosing 
the freshest vegetables, paying for the food and 
helping prepare and cook the dishes. Because of 
your support, the children will continue to have the 
opportunity and confidence to be active members 
in their own communities.

COMMUNITY LIFE BRINGS COMMUNITY LOVE 
BECAUSE OF YOUR GENEROSITY, OLDER CHILDREN LIVING IN COMMUNITY 
GROUP HOMES CAN TAKE STEPS TOWARD GREATER INDEPENDENCE
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WALK THE WALL EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD RAISE FUNDS AND 
AWARENESS FOR ABANDONED AND DISABLED CHILDREN IN CHINA!
Here is one story from a mom inspired to organize a walk in her community.

Three years ago, Americans Stephanie Richards and 
her husband adopted their daughter Ashton from 
Samenxia, China. Ashton was in ICC’s care at the 
time. Stephanie’s experience adopting Ashton and 
learning about her care for the months preceding 
her adoption inspired Stephanie to raise awareness 
in her Indianapolis community for the work ICC does 
in China.

“We met Ashton the day we were taking her home, 
which is called ‘Gotcha Day.’ She was 17 months 
old. Someone from the [government-run] welfare 
centre and someone from ICC brought her to us. 
Out of the many families meeting their children 
that day we were doubly blessed to have an ICC 
representative there, because she spoke English 
and could answer our questions and tell us all 
about our little girl. No one else had that benefit.

“When I adopted Ashton, like any parent, I knew 
I was blessed with this child. However, I knew the 
extra care and attention she received from ICC was 
invaluable. I visited the welfare centre where ICC 
cares for the children and saw how she was in a 
clean, well loved, and nurtured place. Most welfare 
centres don’t have that support to provide the 
basic needs of these children, so I knew how rare 

something like this was. I knew I always wanted 
to give back. I didn’t get to care for my child the 
first 17 months of her life. The Sanmenxia Welfare 
Centre and ICC did that. And if ICC wasn’t there, I 
don’t know if I’d have a daughter who is thriving, 
who is assertive, and is as loving as Ashton is. 
For instance, it can be traumatic on Gotcha Day. 
These children leave all they know and go into a 
stranger’s arms and are now part of their family. 
They cry. They mourn. Ashton never cried. She was 
content. She was receiving of our love from day 
one. She knew what love was and knew how to 
receive and give it. Not many children know that 
and have to be taught that. She didn’t.

“I always knew I wanted to give back to the 
organization that helped my daughter thrive the 
best she could. We had donated items of clothing 
and bibs and blankets in the past. But this time I 
wanted to be more involved. I saw on Facebook 
in one of the groups about hosting a walk. So I 
reached out and said, ‘What do I need to do to get 
this going in my community?’

“It has brought several Sanmenxia families together 
to have our children meet. It’s been awesome. We 
don’t know if they were playmates in China, but 

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE
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we know they spent some time together with a few 
months overlapping. So we love that connection. And 
several families have signed up after the fact to sponsor 
a child.

“I plan on doing one every year, Lord willing! If people 
keep coming, I’ll keep planning!”

CORPORATE PARTNER FEATURE: 
WORLD FINANCIAL GROUP This ongoing series features our 

Corporate Partners who support 
International China Concern 
through various channels like 
donations and matching grants, 
sponsoring Walk the Wall 
events and by encouraging 
their employees to get involved. 
A Corporate Partnership can 
contribute to improving employee 
morale, acquiring new customers 
and raising a company’s profile. 
It can also result in substantial 
tax benefits depending on your 
country. If you are interested in 
becoming a Corporate Partner visit:  
chinaconcern.org/
corporate-partners

Through the generous support of World Financial Group 
(WFG) employees and the WFG Charitable Trust, abandoned 
and disabled children in ICC’s care can receive love, care and 
services that provide hope and opportunity to lead full lives.

Since 2011, the CEO’s and Associates of World Financial Group 
raised USD $450,000 through event conferences, donations 
and matching grants. Because of this, boys and girls have 
opportunities open to them that they didn’t have before, like 
education programs, therapy equipment, medical equipment, 
and transportation.

The WFG continues to invest in the lives of 24 special needs 
infants in Hengyang, China, through the dedicated World 
Financial Group Infant Centre. This means the children can 
receive:

 Nutrition: fresh vegetables, meat, tofu, fish and eggs for 
children and youth, as well as high nutrient infant formula 
for premature and malnourished babies.

 Medical Care: medical procedures and treatments, visits to 
doctors, hard-to-find medicines or life-saving surgeries.

 Early Education: the skills to communicate with those around 
them and grow into active members of the community.

 Therapy: the care and the skills needed for a child to take 
his or her first steps, grasp objects or to even speak for 
themselves.

 Daily need items: toothbrushes, bathing supplies, clothing, 
diapers and many other things that are needed everyday.

Thank you, WFG, on behalf of the children, staff and volunteers 
in Hengyang for your ongoing partnership!

To register for Walk the Wall in 
your city or find out how you can 
organize a Walk in your area, visit 
walkthewall.org.

WFG Associates visit Changsha



YOU CAN MAKE A SPECIAL BOY 
OR GIRL’S DREAM OF BEING 
PART OF A FAMILY A REALITY! 
By becoming a child sponsor you are providing a 
stable home, food, clothing, education, physical 
therapy and medical care to an abandoned child in 
China. But more than that, you are showing a child 
who simply wants to be part of a family, that he or 
she is worthy of love.

CHINACONCERN.ORG/SPONSOR
Sign up today and become a child sponsor with 
International China Concern.

@CHINACONCERN

FACEBOOK.COM/CHINACONCERN

@CHINACONCERN

DONATE
CHINACONCERN.ORG/DONATE

VOLUNTEER
CHINACONCERN.ORG/VOLUNTEER

LIKE US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

CONTACT US
AUSTRALIA

P: +61 (0)7 3812 8118

E: australia@chinaconcern.org

CANADA

P: +1 604 322 3119

E: canada@chinaconcern.org

CHINA

E: china@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG

P: +852 2529 2952

E: hongkong@chinaconcern.org

NEDERLAND

P: +31 229 236485

E: nederland@chinaconcern.org

SINGAPORE

P: +65 9684 6914

E: singapore@chinaconcern.org

UNITED KINGDOM  
& REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

P: +44 (0) 1670 505622

E: uk@chinaconcern.org

UNITED STATES

P: +1 360 746 8520

E: usa@chinaconcern.org

FOR GENERAL ENQUIRIES, 
CONTACT US BY EMAIL

E: enquiries@chinaconcern.org

HOW TO CONNECT WITH ICC


