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Our Vision

Our Mission

Love, hope and opportunity for every
child with a disability.

International China Concern is a
Christian development organisation
dedicated to changing lives by bringing
love, hope and opportunity to China’s
abandoned and disabled children.

International China Concern is a registered charity (non-profit organisation) in Australia,
Canada, Hong Kong, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America.
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ICC’S 25

TH

ANNIVERSARY
FEATURE:
The Long Journey of Love
- David Gotts, Founder
During this celebratory
25th anniversary year in
ICC, I have found myself
reflecting on all that has
taken place since I walked
through a government
welfare centre in China all
those years ago.
I remember so clearly
holding babies in my arms,
certain that many, if not
most, would die within
a few short weeks. The
pain and confusion that
I felt in those moments
was overwhelming, but
it wasn’t the only thing I
felt. I also felt the pain of a
God whose love for those
children dwarfed anything
I could experience. This

knowledge of God’s love for
China’s abandoned children
with disabilities, led me to
see that I was being called
to come alongside these
children, and to love them
with the love that I knew
God has for me. It was
because of love that ICC
began, and today 25 years
later, love remains at the
heart of who ICC is and all
that we do. (cont’d p.6)

David Gotts, 1993
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It was because
of love that ICC
began, and today
25 years later, love
remains at the
heart of who ICC is
and all that we do.
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Love was When...
In the beginning of our work, love felt
easy to express. There were so many
simple ways in which we could love. I
would move from crib to crib holding
each baby. I would change their diapers
and feed them. I would pull a child on to
my lap and hold them quietly, reassuring
him or her of God’s love, and my love.
Love seemed to be like plant food for
a plant. It was the fertiliser that brought
new life. An abandoned child, like a
closed-up flower bud, would begin
to unfurl as the love being shared
infused their heart. The sad, depressed,
withdrawn child would tentatively and
slowly respond, and over weeks and
months we would see smiles emerge
and laughter erupt at the silly faces we
would pull.
As time went on and ICC grew, I found
myself pushed back from the frontlines
of holding children, and instead
facilitating more and more volunteers
and staff as they shared their love. While
I missed being with the children so
much, I got to see how others poured
their love into the children that we serve.

I have watched as some of the most
amazing people on the planet came
to China, following a call that God had
put on their lives. Nurses, therapists and
teachers came with their own particular
and very useful skills. They would use
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those skills to the children’s benefit,
but each one knew that it was the love
behind their skills that wrought the
transformation we wanted to see.

True Love is When...
But the process of seeing broken hearts
mended is a slow, even life-long one.
The impacts of abandonment, and
for some, years of neglect living in a
government welfare centre has left
a deep brokenness. Cute babies and
toddlers, despite all that ICC has done,
still have to face the pain of why they
were abandoned as they grow. Teenagers
struggle with the impacts of abuse they
suffered before coming to ICC.
It is loving beyond the ‘cute’ baby
stage, and continuing to love when
brokenness makes our ICC teenagers
challenging and difficult that is a
deeper, truer kind of love. It is this
kind of love that I see expressed over
and over; the love that refuses to give
up on someone; the love that knows the
worth of a person when they can’t see it
in themselves. To love like this is costly...
and painful.
Henri Nouwen writes,
Compassion asks us to go where it
hurts, to enter into the places of pain,
to share in brokenness, fear, confusion,
and anguish. Compassion challenges
us to cry out with those in misery, to
mourn with those who are lonely, to
weep with those in tears. Compassion
requires us to be weak with the
weak, vulnerable with the vulnerable,
and powerless with the powerless.
Compassion means full immersion in
the condition of being human.

If you were to sit with one of ICC’s longterm staff members and read them this
quote, they would nod their head and
you would see that they know that this is
the kind of love that we in ICC are called
to give to those that have faced the pain
of abandonment.

transformation in the lives of China’s
abandoned children with disabilities.
China’s Oasis
is on sale now! You can
purchase a copy at
www.chinasoasis.com

How can we love like this? We are able
to love in this way because it is the way
in which we, ourselves, are loved.
In the life of Jesus, we see how God’s
son entered into a broken world, and
into our places of pain. He shared in our
brokenness, fear, confusion and anguish.
He cried with those who mourned,
comforted the lonely and wept with
those who knew sorrow. Ultimately,
he made himself weak, vulnerable and
powerless as he hung upon a cross. And
hanging there on the cross, he laid down
his life so that we might gain access to a
love beyond our comprehension.
For those of us who consider ourselves
to be followers of Christ, it should come
as no surprise then that we are called to
walk this same kind of path of love. Every
Christ-follower is called to ‘go’ into the
broken world in which we live and to
love those we encounter.

Your Part in ICC’s Next
Chapter
Twenty-five years of ICC’s story has now
been written. It is a wonderful story of
love and the transformation that comes
about when we love in this costly way.
You can read this story in ICC’s new
book China’s Oasis. If you do pick up a
copy, then I hope that it will inspire you
to see how God can use you to effect

As I look to the future, I am excited at
how God is leading us to grow the work
that we do. There are some exciting
plans taking shape that will allow ICC to
share this amazing kind of love beyond
the walls of our existing work, potentially
impacting the lives of hundreds more
children. I believe, that there is a place
for YOU, as we seek to write the next
chapters of ICC’s story. There is a place
for you in ICC to come and pour out
your love and God’s love so that those
living in pain, fear, confusion and
darkness can begin to experience the
way love wants to transform them.
Thank you for walking with ICC over the
last 25 years. I am so profoundly grateful
for the prayers you have prayed and the
support you have given. Please join us
on this long journey of love and help
even more abandoned children with
disabilities experience love, hope
and opportunity.

David Gotts,
Founder, International China Concern

7

PROJECT
UPDATES

In the first quarter of 2018,
new and exciting things were
happening at our project
sites in China. Below are
some project highlights from
Changsha and Hengyang:

CHANGSHA
Relocation of ICC’s Community
Outreach Project
In March, our centre serving families
raising children with special needs
moved to a new location and is
expected to be in operation in May.
Equipped with various new facilities, this
service centre is operated in partnership
with Kai Fu District’s Disabled Persons’
Federation.

These cards are crafted with love by young adults
with special needs in the “Flowers in the Desert”
Programme.

“Flowers in the Desert” WeChat Store
In March, our WeChat store won the
first “Most Innovative Charity Project”
award in Changsha. The sales and
operation of this WeChat store are
managed by Xiu and Gui, two young
adults in ICC who are enjoying learning
much about business.
The “Flowers in the Desert” Programme
aims to provide vocational training and
opportunities for young adults with
special needs.

Therapy Room (Top), Barrier-free Washroom
(Bottom)

10 Most Influential Charities
In March, ICC’s Rainbow Disabled
Children’s Services Centre was listed
as one of the top 10 charitable
organisations in the 5th Changsha
Charity Awards.
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Xiu makes jewelry while learning to operate a
WeChat store.

Spring Outings
Spring outings were organised for the children and young adults from our care centres.

HENGYANG
New Family Members

Woodpecker Family

The Hengyang Care Centre welcomed
8 new children to our big family! 2
children were adopted and we wish
them health and joy in their new
families.

In April, 8 boys ranging from 3-10
years old moved into a new group
home called the Woodpecker Family.
We hope they will enjoy and gradually
adapt to this new family environment.

Sunbirds Community Home
In March, 5 boys from the Sunbirds
Family at the Hengyang Care Centre
moved into the Rich Hubbard
Community Group Homes. There are
certainly challenges to overcome in a
new environment, but the Sunbirds
boys are also enjoying their new home.

New Facilities for Children with
Severe Disabilities
The Panda family in the Hengyang Care
Centre was redesigned to provide better
and more professional individualised
holistic care for children with severe
disabilities.

The boys from Sunbirds moved into their new home.
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PROJECT STORY
THE UPHOLDING LOVE OF FAMILY
by Alison Kennedy, Therapy Manager

One day, a father carried his 14-year-old
son Xiaozhi on his back and arrived at
ICC’s therapy room. It took some time to
understand Xiaozhi’s physical needs. His
spasms were strong and his spine had
begun to show signs of deformity. He
had outgrown one chair loaned by ICC’s
Community Outreach Project (COP) and
a replacement from a local charity was
no longer suitable for him to use.

Sitting behind
this young man
and feeling the
strength of his
body pushing
backwards, it
was obvious
that he needed
something
specifically
designed for
his needs. We
took measurements and talked through
his day-to-day needs in sitting. Fitting the
right chair was going to be a challenge,
but I thought we could achieve it with
some degree of success given a bit of time,
research and discussion.
Aware that we all spend a great percentage
of our time sleeping and lying down, we
asked Xiaozhi, “What position do you find
most comfortable?” Some usual responses
would be “on his side” or “with a teddy
bear under his legs.” I wasn’t prepared for
what came next.

Xiaozhi was most relaxed when lying on his
father’s chest.
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“Xiaozhi was most relaxed when lying on
his father’s chest!” we listened as his mum

explained. That image of this young man,
twisted and tight, finally relaxing against
his father touched me deeply. There was
so much evidence of beauty and goodness
in this family: loving commitment to each
other; presence in the midst of great
challenge; openness in weakness; tenderness
in strength...and much more.
As I walked out of the therapy room, I
was struck again by the immeasurable
importance of the COP, which seeks to
support families raising children with special
needs. COP provides a place for them to
seek practical help and share their struggles.
Also, it reminds everyone who came to the
project that there are others who still believe
in the great value of family and the life of
every soul.
The provision of a wheelchair is such a
small thing but I believe in giving a place
of comfort to sit, something else is also
happening. A young man is being honoured;
a family is being valued. In this wheelchair, a
body is being protected for a future that will
certainly hold challenges but I hope that it is
also a future that will continue to know the
upholding love of family.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
PROJECT
The Community Outreach Project (COP)
is a ground-breaking project established
by ICC in Changsha in 2008 to prevent
abandonment in China. It works to
provide family support services for
hundreds of families raising children
with disabilities.

Alison (right) and Emily,
also a therapist, built
a new wheelchair from
scratch for Xiaozhi.
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PERSPECTIVE
A CAREGIVER’S JOURNEY
by Zhou Zhaoyang, as told to
Kyla Alexander,
China Operations Director
7 boys in the Pine Family: (Front row, left to right) Shushu, Zhuzhu,
Weiwei; (Back row, left to right) Wenwen, Hehe, Dingding, Dede;
Caregivers: Zhou Zhaoyang (left), Wang Yifeng (right)

ICC strives to provide a safe and loving home for our children and young adults.
Dedicated and well-trained caregivers are therefore invaluable for the provision of
quality family-style care.
Zhou Zhaoyang, one of the caregivers at the Hengyang Care Centre, shares her
journey as the “mum” of seven boys in the Pine Family, through which she has
learned much about love, joy, patience and the strength of the human spirit.

Meet the Pine Family
In October 2014, I became the head
caregiver of the new Pine Family home.
At that time, two of the boys came
from the baby unit and the other five
were new admissions to ICC from the
government welfare centre at Hengyang.
All seven boys, ranging in ages from
6-12, have significant special needs.
Although they are not able to eat,
walk, shower or go to the bathroom by
themselves, they bring love and sunshine
to our lives every day. Each of them has
their own personality traits and needs,
such as Shushu who trusts us so deeply
and who smiles just to hear our voice to
comfort him; Weiwei who needs such
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loving attention to make sure he gets the
necessary nutrition; Hehe who needs
toys to hold so that he stays occupied
and doesn’t suck his hands; Dingding
who likes his food and is never fussy;
Dede who laughs a lot but is fussy with
food and likes dumplings more than any
other food; Wenwen who needs lots of
attention from the therapy team to make
sure he can sit comfortably; and Zhuzhu
who has made the most progress since
being in our home.
Through my time taking care of these
boys, I have grown to love each of them
so much. We know and feel comfortable
with each other. The boys feel safe with
me and the other ladies who work in
their home. (cont’d p.15)

A typical day with the boys at the Pine Family:

6:30 AM
Get Up!
One by one we get the boys up and
into the bathroom, change their
nappies and clothes, and then put
them in their own chairs.
Each boy has a positioning
chair or wheelchair that was
designed or ordered especially
for their individual needs by
international therapists!

Breakfast Time
Breakfast is usually noodles, bread or rice porridge. We feed the boys
individually according to their feeding needs.
Shushu is one of our boys with special feeding needs. He had a surgery last
year to put a tube into his stomach so that he could get nutrition more
easily. His feeding is easier and much safer now!

Medication Time
Several of our children have to take medicines daily, mostly to prevent seizures.
We make sure the medicines are given at the right time, and are put away
safely, and the administration recorded.

Dance Time!
Our boys love listening to music and enjoy being part of the community,
moving their bodies to the rhythm!
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Circle Time!
Therapists arrive to run a “circle time” activity for the
boys. We sing songs like “Hello [child’s name]” and
put each child’s name in the song, and go around
the group singing for and about each boy.
The boys really love when we bring out the
coloured parachute and dance around them
with it. This brings some colour and love into
their lives. I also find it a fun part of my day!

11:15 AM
Lunch Time
The boys all have different feeding needs, so careful feeding is an
important part of our work.
If they are positioned wrongly for feeding, or fed too fast, or
by someone they don’t trust they can choke and get very sick.

Nap Time
Nap time isn’t just for resting and sleeping, it also lets them stretch their bodies
out, which is an important part of their daily therapy routine. As caregivers,
we make sure the boys are positioned well while they sleep and in their chairs
when they wake up.
Each boy has his own special bed. Some of them have special sleep systems
that manage their body shape while they lie in bed. This will ensure that as
the boys grow they will have fewer deformities and complications.

Afternoon Fun
After nap time, we do things like one to one play and therapy,
watching TV, and going to the playground if the weather is
good. We also use the afternoon to write up our notes and
records of the boys.
Each boy has a time table for when they go to their one
to one sensory therapy classes. E.g. Dingding and Zhuzhu
have daily standing time to put weight through their
muscles and bones.
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5:10 PM
Dinner Time
The dinner feeding takes longer as we don’t have the help of the therapists at
this time.

Shower Time
We check the condition of their skin during shower time as children with
profound disabilities can easily get pressure sores.

Bed Time
We sleep in the same rooms with the boys and get up at night to check on them.
If the boys are uncomfortable or wake up, we get up and help them
get comfortable again by giving them a drink or snack, or changing
their positions.

Of course, we are the “mums” to the boys,
which means we also need to do the
normal “mum” things, like washing, drying
and folding clothes, and cleaning the
house. We do this throughout the day.

Understanding Disability
through Practice
Before I worked at the Hengyang Care
Centre, I did not understand disability
and would not have understood these
children. I remember the first time I met
Shushu, the first of the boys I met, I was
thinking how beautiful he was, but also
how fragile!
He had a big plaster on his leg after a
surgery at that time, and I helped bring
him back from Changsha where he was
in the hospital. I remained still for the
entire three-hour trip home because I

was so scared that any movement would
hurt him!
Since then, I have grown to love Shushu
and all of the boys so dearly. All the
caregivers here put our hearts into
caring for these boys and our time with
them has given us such big hearts of
love for them. Through taking care of
these special and precious children,
I have learned much about love,
joy, patience and the strength of the
human spirit.
Besides the Pine boys, I have a 17-yearold son. During his holidays, I would
arrange for him to volunteer at the
Hengyang Care Centre and spend time
with his “siblings.” I want him to learn to
care for others, especially those who are
disadvantaged and have disabilities.
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HAND-IN-HAND SPONSORSHIP
HE IS STRONG, HE IS RESILIENT, AND HE IS A LITTLE MIRACLE

Beibei (left) and his buddies during the special education class.

Life Hanging by a Thread
When ICC staff first met Beibei, living in the government
welfare centre in Hengyang, they were not sure that
this baby could survive more than a few months. Beibei
has hydrocephalus, a condition that causes abnormal
swelling and increased pressure in the brain. Without
immediate medical intervention, his chances were slim.

Diagnosed with
hydrocephalus, Beibei’s
head was larger and
heavier than normal due
to the abnormal swelling
in his brain.

Although the best timing for surgery might have already
passed, we were determined to give Beibei a fighting
chance to live and enjoy a fulfilling life.
Beibei had some significant complications to overcome.
Since his head was larger and heavier than normal, it
took him much longer to gain head control, and because
his head control was delayed, so was the rest of his
physical, cognitive and social development.

A Living Miracle
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“Beibei is exceeding our expectations and amazing us
every day. He is strong, he is resilient, (and) he is a little
miracle!” Kyla, ICC’s China Operations Director, said with
an assuring smile.

After the surgery, Beibei soon settled into
one of ICC’s group homes in Hengyang,
where he has become part of our
precious family of children that delight us
and bring blessing to others every day.
Thanks to the support and donations of
our donors, Beibei now enjoys wheeling
himself around in his new wheelchair
which was funded through ICC Hong
Kong’s Circle of Hope fundraising dinner.
His new wheels not only give Beibei more
independence, but also allow this living
miracle to bring life and joy to every
corner that he can reach.

A Life of Quality
In his family-style group home, Beibei
has benefitted from a safe and stable
environment where he can enjoy oneto-one time with his caregivers. As he’s
grown, Beibei has attended daily therapy
sessions that help him strengthen his head
control and sit in a better position so he
can participate in different activities.
Reading and singing are Beibei’s favourite
hobbies. While waiting for his turn for
therapy or dinner, Beibei will sing quietly
in his own bed or on a mat. In his special
education classes he is learning very

WALK “HAND-IN-HAND”
with abandoned and disabled
children and young adults

www.chinaconcern.org/sponsor

quickly and he really loves books and
story time!
One of Beibei’s
favourite hobbies
is looking at
books!

He also delights
in moments with
international
volunteers who
make time to
play with him.

We can’t be more proud of and grateful for
all the progress and development Beibei
has shown over the years. Our wish is for
Beibei and all other children and young
adults at ICC to enjoy a life with love,
hope and opportunity. Your sponsorship
will help make an impact on these precious
lives! Join us today and embark on a lifechanging sponsorship journey.

VOLUNTEER
GIVE AND RECEIVE THROUGH SHORT TERM TEAMS

Since 1993, ICC has mobilised teams
of volunteers from around the globe
to China to bring extra care (and fun!)
to the precious children and young
adults in our care. One thing we have
heard repeatedly from our volunteers
is they realise after the trip that they
didn’t just give to the children but they
also received so much, with many
experiencing deep transformation in
their own lives.
We spoke to Kati and Lindy, two
volunteers from the Short Term Team in
March, regarding their experiences from
this special trip.
KATI SIMPSON
- Kati is from
London and
this is her fifth
volunteer trip
with ICC since
2012! She has
a heart for the
big boys at ICC and loves doing fun and
exciting activities with them.
What changes have you seen after
your multiple visits to ICC’s project
centres?
The new centre building was up in 2014
when we were last in Hengyang, but not
ready for use. It has been great to see the
building in use during our most recent trip
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in 2018, with children and young adults
living in different group homes, forming a
vibrant community. You hear noises and
laughter and can feel life here.
What was the highlight of this trip for
you?
It was great to see the children I’ve known
for six years growing up and thriving. It
was among those who moved from the
government welfare centre into ICC that
you really see the difference. There is one
young man who was tied to the toilet
when I first saw him because he used to
regurgitate his food during his time at the
welfare centre; he rarely went out and was
obviously very distressed. Today, he is living
within a family and is able to participate
in daily activities. He has become more
engaged and looks a lot healthier. You can
tell he is well loved and cared for at ICC.
It is amazing to see children who were
once so weak but are now doing so well! I
can see that the carers and nannies really
put their heart into loving and caring for
the children. Everything here at ICC is
children-centred.
Please share a little about your
experience of being a volunteer on
this team.
Although you come to work with the
children, there’s something really special
about being with a group of Christians.

You eat, live, work and pray together
with your team members. In essence, you
spend two weeks living in a Christian
community. There’s a strong sense of
community here, which is not something
you get when you live in central London
and have a busy life. You might get it
for a few hours on a Sunday morning
at church or with your small group,
but you don’t get that kind of quality
communications and encouragement,
and to know people that you probably
otherwise would never get to meet. I’ve
made some lifelong friends in these trips!

LINDY YAU –
Lindy is from
Hong Kong
and recently
went on her
first trip with
ICC. Together
with her friend
from Canada, they went to China with
a humble and open heart to see God’s
work among a group of special yet
precious children.
What expectations did you have
before the trip?
I didn’t have any specific expectations.
I just wanted to learn more about
ICC’s work. When I first arrived at the
Hengyang Care Centre, I was surprised to

see a girl wearing something that looked
like a “helmet”. I realised later that was
for the protection of her head because she
fell easily. This was totally new for me and
it was amazing to see these children who
are so different but so special.
What has impressed you most?
God’s grace in the lives of these
underprivileged children! When I took
them out to play in the courtyard, it
seemed to me they were in heaven. I am
happy for them and am deeply blessed to
have had this opportunity to visit them.
It was also wonderful to see how ICC has
brought love, hope and opportunity to
the children and young adults here. Some
of them can live and even work in the
community, taking care of each other as
they live in the same community group
home.
How do you feel God has spoken to
you on this trip?
To learn from the children, to love and
welcome them as they are because they
are the beloved of God too. In the past, I
never wrote a diary when I travelled. But
in this trip I would write everyday about
my experiences and what was new to me.
I want to give thanks to God and I pray
that the children and young adults are
blessed by God’s love and mercy.

Join the next
Short Term Team:
August 12 - 25
www.chinaconcern.org/go
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NEWS & EVENTS
UPDATES FROM ICC OFFICES
ICC Australia

ICC Canada

FAREWELLS & WELCOMES

NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

We have said farewell to Jannene Wall
and Rebekah Goh as they step into roles
outside of ICC and to a long-time board
member and tireless advocate of ICC,
Rex Hills, after a long battle with cancer.
We have also welcomed Jessie Zhao and
Doug Lyte to our team.

We would like to express our sincerest
gratitude for Ben Hoogendoorn’s
leadership and wish him the best on
his retirement. At the same time, please
join us in welcoming Denise Mosawi,
our experienced and passionate new
director who held many significant
leadership roles over a 25-year span
with great success. We look forward
to working with Denise towards ICC’s
future goals!

CELEBRATING THE PAST –
DREAMING THE FUTURE was the
theme of recent Circle of Hope events
in Brisbane, Perth and Melbourne.
See updates of these events on our
Facebook page. Our sincere thanks to
everyone who attended and supported.
BREAKAWAY
Christina (admin manager) joined a
team to Hengyang in April and wrote…
”My China experience revolutionised my
thinking on what achievement is and can
be, but everyone’s experience is different.
Join a team, break away from your to-do
list and begin your China experience today!”

DEEPENING OF SCHOOL
PARTNERSHIPS

• David Gotts, Founder of ICC, gave

an inspiring presentation at Carver
Christian High School, attended
by 350 students and 40 teachers.
Carver Christian School has become
ICC’s new school partner and 23
students visited the Hengyang project
in March as their annual mission
excursion.

• A teacher from the Richmond

Christian School - Elementary
Campus, shared with her students
the urgent need for renovations at
ICC’s Lighthouse Children’s Center.
The pictures she showed helped the
students visualize and understand the
need for a new building.

Christina (second left, front row) and other members
from the Short Term Team.
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VOLUNTEERS AND VISITORS
In March, 24 visitors from Hong Kong
and Guangzhou visited our projects
in Changsha and spent time with the
children and young adults. Some even
went on an outing and enjoyed a meal
together.
VCS has been one of the key supporting schools to ICC.

• Our new director, Denise Mosawi,

visited Vancouver Christian School
(VCS) to show our appreciation
for the school’s incredible
accomplishment for ICC, and to
invite VCS to take part in “Walk the
Wall” 2018 event.

ICC China
TENCENT CHARITY PLATFORM
An online fundraising project was
launched on the Tencent charity
platform. So far, over RMB 250,000 has
been raised from close to 6,000 donors.
In March, the story about Ms. Madeline
Fok, a former computer engineer at IBM
Canada who has now become a longterm volunteer with ICC, was featured
in the same platform with over 100,000
views.

ICC Hong Kong
CIRCLE OF HOPE
This year’s COH Fundraising Dinner was
held on May 11. As ICC celebrates its
25th anniversary, the dinner programme
included a special anniversary message
from David Gotts, Founder of ICC.
There was also a book launch of China’s
Oasis - a tale of ICC and how David was
moved to commit himself to bringing
love, hope and opportunity to China’s
abandoned and disabled children.

Starting from left are Corinna Chamberlain (MC of
the night), Peter Maize (CEO), Michelle Siu (guest
musician), and Emilie Banfield (Board Vice-chair).

SHARING AT CHURCHES

Madeline’s first encounter with children with disabilities
in China 7 years ago has moved her deeply.

As part of our effort to strengthen
partnership with churches, we had two
sharing sessions at Union Church and
Ambassador Church. Members of the
two churches also joined the COH
dinner!
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ICC UK & Republic of Ireland
ICC HEROES CAMPAIGN
We launched the campaign to recruit “ICC
Heroes” - supporters who will help raise funds
to provide for the needs of the abandoned and
vulnerable children in ICC’s care. The funds will
help bring them nutritious food, therapy and
necessary equipment, and most importantly, the
love and care of a family unit. We need to raise
an additional £63,000 in 2018 to provide for their
needs. Will you be the next “ICC Hero”?

ICC US (American Friends of ICC)
ICC REPRESENTED AT LEADING NATIONAL
SUMMIT
We were invited to share at the annual Christian
Alliance for Orphans Summit on May 9-11 in
Dallas, Texas. We presented at the Orphaned
and Vulnerable Children (OVC) Best Practices
Symposium on the importance of play in the lives
of children who have experienced trauma. At
another workshop, we shared the new initiatives
within our Community Outreach Project that
serves families who have young people with
special needs. ICC was honored to provide insight
and practical counsel to ultimately serve more
vulnerable youth worldwide.
ICC ADOPTIVE FAMILY CELEBRATES CNY
Two adoptive families, the Browns and Parsons,
expanded their traditional, two-family Chinese
New Year (CNY) celebration with the desire to give
back to ICC. Over 85 people attended the event
which consisted of Chinese fare, a traditional
Lion Dance, and an invitation for attendees to
give a donation in a red envelope. The event was
a rousing success with guests enjoying Chinese
culture and raising over US $1,000!
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WE HAVE MOVED!
New Address:
1400 King St. Suite B-104,
Bellingham, WA 98229

“It means so much to our families to celebrate
the traditions and heritage of our girls’ birth
country!” shared the Browns.

The guests had a wonderful time enjoying the
lion dance and the delicious food.

ART:
25TH ANNIVERSARY
FINGERPRINT PAINTING
To celebrate ICC’s 25th Anniversary, 15 young adults at ICC with a range of disabilities such as
Down syndrome, brittle bones, cerebral palsy and autism, spent three weeks completing this
fingerprint painting under the patient guidance of their teacher Joanna. Although some of them
have abnormal hand function, Joanna helped them do the painting one by one, holding their
thumb and index finger to get the paint onto the canvas. The painting was displayed at Hong
Kong’s Circle of Hope and used in various COH promotional materials.
Most of these young adults are now working in ICC’s craft room “Flowers in the Desert”, making
crafts which will then be sold in our WeChat store. For every product they make, they receive
part of the proceeds as their wages. Let’s show them some love and support!
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CONNECT WITH ICC
AUSTRALIA

NETHERLANDS

+ 61 (0) 7 3812 8118

+31 79 323 0343

australia@chinaconcern.org

nederland@chinaconcern.org

www.facebook.com/australiaicc
CANADA

UNITED KINGDOM &
REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

+1 604 322 3119

+ 44 (0) 191 2611079

canada@chinaconcern.org

uk@chinaconcern.org
www.facebook.com/chinaconcernuk

www.facebook.com/
chinaconcerncanada

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
CHINA

+1 360 746 8520

+86 731 85231546

usa@chinaconcern.org

china@chinaconcern.org

www.facebook.com/
AmericanFriendsofICC

HONG KONG
+852 2529 2952
hongkong@chinaconcern.org
www.facebook.com/hongkongicc

Pray for ICC

www.chinaconcern.org

Be a Volunteer

Give Support

International China Concern
WeChat QR Code

