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BECAUSE OF YOU,  
WEI WEI IS MOBILE! 
p.4

ALSO INSIDE:
BECAUSE OF YOU...

Dong Lai is becoming more and 
more independent. p. 6

Xiao Yue and her family can 
stay together! p. 8

You are transforming lives by 
Walking the Wall! p.10
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FROM THE CEO
THANK YOU! Your compassion is giving 
life and ending abandonment in China

This is my first newsletter since joining the ICC team and I’m delighted 
to get the chance to tell you personally what a great organization 
you’re supporting! I’ve worked in China for many years, and have been 

involved in many worthwhile projects there. But none were as life-changing 
and profoundly significant as ICC’s mission to provide love, hope and 
opportunity to abandoned and disabled children.

I joined ICC for the same reason you support ICC: for the opportunity to 
have a real impact on the lives of so many vulnerable children. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN A CHILD’S LIFE! 
A warm hug, look of love, and a gentle smile can make all the 
difference in a child’s life. Affection, touch, and a soothing voice a 
long way toward giving a vulnerable life the will to live.

That’s what ICC’s China Teams do! People from around the world 
come to China for two weeks and give the children in our care 
love and hope. And that love and hope can turn into a child’s 
courage to take his first steps, or to brave that first smile. And you 
can be a part of that!

If you have love and hope you would like to give to the children 
in our care, we have China Teams with life-
changing opportunities available in 2018.

 
2018 DATES

Changsha: 7th - 20th January

Hengyang: 25th March - 7th April

Sanmenxia: 1st - 14th April

Changsha: 10th - 23rd June

Sanmenxia: 15th - 28th July

Hengyang: 12th - 25th August

Hengyang: 14th - 27th October

Peter Maize, CEO

Visit CHINACONCERN.ORG/GO to reserve your spot!

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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NEWS
Walk the Wall events happening around the world

And you are! Every day.

Whether you have visited our projects or are 
touched by the stories of hope, you know how 
young lives are being transformed. I’ve met 
children who are accomplishing amazing things 
that many didn’t believe they could achieve. I 
am surrounded by love and laughter whenever I 
visit them. Whether it’s the infants cradled in the 
arms of our well-trained staff, or the “big boys and 
girls” learning to live together as families in our 
group homes, or the special times when a small 
breakthrough happens — these are the moments 
you make happen through your kindness, your 
caring and your gifts.

You ensure that the love, hope and opportunity 
that these children deserve is within their reach. 
Together, we strive to end abandonment and 

enable each child to become the person God 
created them to be.

I thank you for what you are doing.  These 
children, who are “the least of these” as the world 
so often sees them, are leading lives of promise 
and fulfilment because of you.

For that I am grateful to you.

In Him, 

Peter Maize

CEO,  
International China Concern

AUSTRALIA: 

Walk the Wall Brisbane - 9th September

Walk the Wall Sydney - 9th September

Walk the Wall Kalamunda - 16th September

Walk the Wall Guildford Grammar School -  
       16th September

Walk the Wall Craigie - 14th October

Walk the Wall Melbourne - 14th October 

CANADA: 

Walk the Wall Toronto - 16th September

Walk the Wall Vancouver - 23rd September 

Walk the Wall Ottawa - 23rd September 

Walk the Wall Winnipeg - 30th September

HONG KONG: 

Walk the Wall Hong Kong - 2nd December

UNITED KINGDOM: 

Walk the Wall Portsmouth - 16th September

Walk the Wall London - 30th September

Walk the Wall Sheffield - 30th September

Walk the Wall Wiltshire - 1st October

UNITED STATES: 

Walk the Wall Indianapolis - 9th September

Walk the Wall Bellingham - 1st October

Walk the Wall SF Bay Area - 15th October



Because of you, 
Wei Wei now has a 
stroller that works 
with the limitations 
of his body!

I t’s a sunny afternoon and the sound 
of kids playing wanders through 
the halls of our Hengyang project. 

It’s the sound of joy and movement 
and fun. Lying on his back, Wei Wei 
listens but pain in his hip inflicted by his 
skeletal malformations keeps him from 
comfortably taking in the fun.

Finding a way to seat Wei Wei that 
works with the way his body can bend 
and in a way that doesn’t trigger pain 
has been a real challenge.

But we were determined to find a way 
for Wei Wei to be seated comfortably 
during the day so he could take in more 
of his surroundings and feel like he was 
participating in life and not just listening 
to it. 

And because of your generosity we 
were able to gather together a team of 
his carers, therapists and staff to find 
a solution to Wei Wei’s seating needs. 
We assessed where he needed the 

Wei Wei at the park
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most support and brainstormed ways a new chair 
could provide it. Because of the way Wei Wei’s hip 
is shaped, he is unable to sit fully upright. But we 
found a newer stroller that could accommodate his 
limitations and got to work with customizing it to 
meet his needs.

It was a flurry of foam cutting, hole drilling and 
problem solving. We put in new foam and shaped 
it to support his body. We then added support for 
his legs so his left leg could be elevated to help with 
hip flexion and created a separate support for his 
right leg that would allow him to be as comfortable 
and supported as possible.

When the chair was finished Wei Wei’s carers 
placed him in and strolled him around. Wei Wei 
cannot speak but his carers understand him so 
well. And the look on his face tells us so much! He 
is no longer in pain, he is alert and taking in his 
surrounding and engaging with his ICC family in his 
own sweet way!

You helped make this happen! Thank you for your 
compassion for the precious lives in our care.

Wei Wei’s carers and therapists 
custom fit foam supports for his 
stroller, which has dramatically 
improved the quality of his life.
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Dong Lai on an outing with David Cole, one of ICC’s 
international volunteers.

BECAUSE OF YOU DONG LAI 
IS GROWING CLOSER TO 
INDEPENDENCE! 

B lindness keeps Dong Lai from seeing his 
surroundings but it doesn’t keep him from 
seeing a future for himself. And because of 

your generosity, he has opportunities to gain life 
skills that could give him a profession and help 
him grow toward independence!

Dong Lai is an 18 year-old resident in ICC’s New 
Day project in Sanmenxia. He has been in our 
care since 2010 and it’s been wonderful to see 
him grow and mature into the kind-hearted, 
polite young man that he is. 

He has a good friend, Xiao Yu, who lives with 
him. They always help and support each other. 
Sometimes Xiao Yu is Dong Lai’s eyes, and he 
will take Dong Lai to enjoy beautiful flowers and 
to feel the changes of the four seasons. Both of 
them like singing, and they spend time listening 
to music and the radio together. Sometimes 
they will sing together whenever they hear their 
favourite songs. 

Dong Lai has learned to map out his surround-
ings by feel. He can move well and he can take 
good care of himself. But there is more he wants 
out of life. He wants to be able to work and earn 
a living. 

His blindness prevents him from doing many jobs 
available to young men his age. But he has found 
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something that requires the use of his hands 
and a keen sense of touch. He “sees” using his 
hands so it seems perfect that he’d want to learn 
massage therapy!  

With the help of ICC’s volunteers, he attends 
classes everyday. Dong Lai is happy that he attends 
classes along with able-bodied students. It gives 
him dignity and fills him with a sense of pride. 

In order to apply what he has learned and 
practice, he comes into ICC’s centre to help our 
physical therapists give massages to the children 
and young adults in need. He can then ask the 
therapists for suggestions on how to better his 
skill and discuss the different techniques. 

Dong Lai has already mastered the basic 
acupuncture points, and his skills are getting 
better and better.

He hopes to attend the masseur qualification 
certificate test and get an internship. In the future, 
he wants to learn more massage skills so that he 
can make a living independently.

Your generosity has helped Dong Lai grow into 
the capable young man that he is becoming. And 
because of you he is able to grow more and  
more independent!

Dong Lai singing at  
ICC’s New Year party

YOUR 
SUPPORT 

IN ACTION
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YOUR SUPPORT  
IN ACTION
A FAMILY TOGETHER: XIAO YUE’S STORY
BECAUSE OF YOU XIAO YUE’S FAMILY IS GETTING THE SUPPORT 
THEY NEED TO HELP HER NAVIGATE HER DISABILITY AND MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, STAY TOGETHER.

X iao Yue is 14 and has cerebral palsy. 
She can’t walk. She can speak very 
little. She needs help with most of 

her daily life. 

When she was born her mother made a 
choice to keep her, despite all the odds 

stacked up against her. In China there is 
very little government support for families 
who have children with disabilities. And it is 
very costly. Most families cannot afford the 
therapy and special needs their child requires 
to survive. And that is often the reason why 
they abandon their child in the first place.

Xiao Yue’s mom (left) learns how to help Xiao Yue stretch her tight muscles.
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In 2008 ICC began a program that 
supports families who are at risk of 
abandoning their disabled children. And 
that’s when Xiao Yue and her mother 
came to us. They went through two years 
of therapy and training.

But after those two years, her mother 
needed better work and could only find it 
out of town. She had to send Xiao Yue to 
her grandparents in the countryside. They 
are still her main caregivers today and 
they do not have the skills or knowledge 
to provide therapy in her mom’s absence. 

Because of this Xiao Yue’s muscles are 
getting too tight so her mom reached out 
to us and asked us to help her again. We 
arranged for our therapist in Changsha to 
assess Xiao Yue and give simple training 
to her mom to pass on to Xiao Yue’s 
grandparents. And we have scheduled a 
home visit.

Our plan is to provide more support to 
this family in the countryside and working 
with Xiao Yue’s mom to find work in 
Changsha or closer to Xiao Yue so she can 
continue to give her therapy.

We could not provide this free service to 
struggling parents like Xiao Yue’s mom 
if it weren’t for compassionate hearts 
like yours. The need is great and we can 
respond thanks to your support. 

There are more parents and grandparents 
like Xiao Yue’s mom making the choice to 
care for their children with disabilities and 
that is how abandonment will diminish in 
China! The more help they have available 
to them, the less likely they will abandon 
their children in the first place.

Thank you for making it possible for Xiao 
Yue and many children like her to remain 
with their families!

Xiao Yue’s mom records physical therapy techniques to help Xiao Yue from home.



T he morning of a Walk the Wall event 
is brimming with energy. Crowds of 
participants gather and the hum of their 

excitement spills over passers-by. A Walk almost 
always attracts good attention. There’s often 
someone not in-the-know who wants to be in-the-
know. And to tell them why we have gathered in 
such numbers is a privilege. 

We are gathered because there are children in 
China who need us. They have a disability that 
their parents were not able to manage so they had 

to give them up. And these children lie in welfare 
centres fighting for their survival. And many do not 
survive. But that’s where we come in. 

When we Walk the Wall we get to save these lives 
from neglect, poor care and (sometimes) dying 

OPPORTUNITIES  
TO GIVE
Because of you, Walk The Wall 2017 is raising funds 
and awareness for abandoned and disabled children 
in China!
Thank you for sharing the needs of abandoned and disabled children in China with 
your community by Walking the Wall this year! 
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alone and unloved. When we gather to walk, raise 
funds and awareness for these precious children 
we’re able to give them the best chance at a full life.

Children like Xing Wang (pictured right) who was 
admitted to the Sanmenxia Centre in 2014. At that 
time he was very weak. But because of those who 
participated in Walk the Wall over the last few years 
his health is improving greatly! Because you raised 
funds and awareness and walked, Xing Wang is 
able to receive loving care from his caregivers and 
therapists, medical attention as he needs it and 
nourishment so he can grow stronger every day. 

Now his hands can move well and he will hold 
other people’s hands and grab and play with toys, 
which he likes to share with other kids. Xing Wang 
is also a good helper for the caregivers, passing 
objects to them. He sits, crawls and walks very well 
now. He can even feed himself without any help. 
Sometimes he will try to help the caregivers feed the 
other children when he has finished eating!

Xing Wang can speak some simple words clearly, 
and he is learning new ones. He is very keen to 
begin kindergarten at a regular community school 
and what is exciting about that is that he is starting 
at the same age as his able bodied peers. This will 
allow him to integrate better with children in the 
community, which in turn helps Xing Wang develop 
social skills.

Xing Wang is making improvements all the time and 
that just could not have happened without you.

He is a dear boy and we love him. Thank you for 
participating in Walk the Wall.

And if you haven’t yet registered this year there is 
still time for organized events in these locations:

AUSTRALIA: 

Walk the Wall Brisbane - 9th September

Walk the Wall Sydney - 9th September

Walk the Wall Kalamunda - 16th September

Walk the Wall Guildford Grammar School -  
      16th September

Walk the Wall Craigie - 14th October

Walk the Wall Melbourne - 14th October

CANADA: 

Walk the Wall Toronto - 16th September

Walk the Wall Vancouver - 23rd September 

Walk the Wall Ottawa - 23rd September 

Walk the Wall Winnipeg - 30th September

HONG KONG: 

Walk the Wall Hong Kong - 2nd December

UNITED KINGDOM: 

Walk the Wall Portsmouth - 16th September

Walk the Wall London - 30th September

Walk the Wall Sheffield - 30th September

Walk the Wall Wiltshire - 1st October

UNITED STATES: 

Walk the Wall Indianapolis - 9th September

Walk the Wall Bellingham - 1st October

Walk the Wall SF Bay Area - 15th October

Xing Wang, of the children 
you Walk the Wall for.

ICC is celebrating 10 YEARS  
of Walk the Wall! 
If you’ve missed an organized event you can 
always participate on your own or with your 
friends or church in a virtual walk! 

Visit walkthewall.org to register today!



HOW TO CONNECT WITH ICC

@CHINACONCERN

/CHINACONCERN

@CHINACONCERN

DONATE
CHINACONCERN.ORG/DONATE

VOLUNTEER
CHINACONCERN.ORG/VOLUNTEER

LIKE US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

CONTACT US
AUSTRALIA

P: +61 (0)7 3812 8118

E: australia@chinaconcern.org

CANADA

P: +1 604 322 3119

E: canada@chinaconcern.org

CHINA

E: china@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG

P: +852 2529 2952

E: hongkong@chinaconcern.org

NEDERLAND

P: +31 229 236485

E: nederland@chinaconcern.org

SINGAPORE

P: +65 9684 6914

E: singapore@chinaconcern.org

UNITED KINGDOM  
& REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

P: +44 (0) 1670 505622

E: uk@chinaconcern.org

UNITED STATES

P: +1 360 746 8520

E: usa@chinaconcern.org

FOR GENERAL ENQUIRIES

E: enquiries@chinaconcern.org

TO VOLUNTEER

E: personnel@chinaconcern.org

YOU CAN MAKE A SPECIAL 
BOY OR GIRL’S DREAM OF 
BEING PART OF A FAMILY  
A REALITY! 
By becoming a sponsor you are providing a child with:

 
But more than that, you are showing an 

abandoned child who simply wants to be part 
of a family, that he or she is worthy of love.

CHINACONCERN.ORG/SPONSOR
 

Sign up today and become a child sponsor with 
International China Concern.

 •  a stable home

 • food

 • clothing

 • education

 • physical therapy

 • medical care


