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Lately, I have been thinking about the milestones we 
pass. In 2013, International China Concern celebrated 
its 20th anniversary of working in China. This year we 
mark 10 years of working in Hengyang and five years 
in Sanmenxia. 

It’s been an eventful 22 years, full of highs and lows, 
and we’ve seen God’s provision through it all. The 
most recent evidence of that provision is also now a 
new milestone. 

Our feature story is about the opening of the 
Hengyang Children’s Care Centre. This is a brand new 
building that is transforming the lives of over 140 
children and youth at our Hengyang Project. It was 
still such a privilege for me to be at this ceremony 
this past May to officially welcome them to their new 
homes. 

This new centre is a significant part of our 
commitment to implement family-style care for each 
of the children and young people we care for in China. 
We have been especially blessed to welcome 26 new 
children into the fullness of life in Hengyang. 

Also in this issue we see how one couple from 
Australia are passing on a strong commitment to 
compassion and giving to their own grandchildren 
through ICC’s Child Sponsorship Programme.

And while we have successes all the time, we always 
feel it important to share our needs. People with a 
heart to impact young lives and leave a lasting mark of 
influence are still needed to come and serve in China, 
both long term and as part of a two-week China Team.

As we live out our mission of bringing love, hope and 
opportunity to the abandoned and disabled children 
in China, I am so grateful for the support we have 
from you and many others. Whether that be in prayer, 
finances or volunteered time, I thank Jesus for all that 
we receive.

LETTER FROM THE CEO

David Gotts
Founder & CEO
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On a grey, overcast day in early May, a spectacle of colour is on a stage and can’t be ignored. The 
red-covered platform and its matching backdrop are dramatic enough, but that’s not what has the 
attention of the eyes and hearts of the people gathered from China, Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, the 
UK and the USA. 

What is captivating is the dozens of dancing children and young people, clad in costumes with 
splashes of red and yellow. Some of the dancers are in wheelchairs or using some sort of walking aid, 
but it doesn’t diminish their enthusiasm or the smiles on their faces. They are welcoming visitors to 
their new homes.

On 11 May 2015, David Gotts, ICC’s founder and Chief Executive Officer, Kyla Alexander, ICC’s China 
Operations Director, local and international ICC staff and supporters, joined with local Chinese 
government officials to officially open the brand new Hengyang Children’s Care Centre. 

A joint initiative between ICC and the Hengyang government, the completion of construction was 
both the end and the beginning of big changes at ICC’s Hengyang Project. It saw the end of 10 years 
living and working in tired, run down and cramped buildings that had been provided to ICC by the 
welfare centre, and the beginning of living in bright, new family-style homes, as well as new life for 26 
new children.

“It was such a feeling of joy to be able to celebrate the opening,” David recalls. “It brought back great 
memories...of the opening of ICC’s first home, Oasis House, back in 1997. Now, as then, it was the 
sounds of the children’s laughter and life that puts the biggest smile on my face.”

CELEBRATING NEW HOMES 
AND FAMILIES
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ICC long-term volunteers, Alison Kennedy and Anna Jien, poured months of work into the building’s completion. They worked with the many local 
contractors, arranged for materials and ensured ICC’s requirements were met. A crew from MMM International also came in to help with the finishing. 

The October move-in date was fast approaching. The volunteers and staff were excited. The children and young people were anticipating their new 
homes. And everyone around the world in ICC were waiting for the 26 new children to move into their new family groups.

But heavy rains in June 2014 caused a disaster. Land uphill of the homes where more than 80 children were living lost stability and crashed down. 
Several buildings, including kitchens, offices and classrooms, were either hit directly, or the landslide upset the surrounding soil and made them unsafe 
to be in. Those 80 children had to be moved into spare rooms at the nearby welfare centre. 

Fortunately, the new children’s care centre was unaffected and final construction was completed on time. On an early October day, the children made 
the walk to their new homes as the staff and other helpers brought in their furniture and possessions.

In the courtyard that day, Kyla addressed the children: “You are very precious, and you are the reason we have this new building. I hope that through 
this gift of new homes, you will know that you are loved and cared for. 

“Know that no matter how sick or disabled you are, that you are not alone in this world, but that you are part of a big family,” she continued.

For several years, ICC had begun implementing a philosophy of care in many of its facilities, called “family-style care.” This is most readily seen in 
the community group homes in Changsha and Hengyang, where groups of six-to-eight young people live together in an apartment, or flat. Each 
apartment has its own kitchen and eating area, shared living and bedroom spaces, and accessible bathrooms and toilets. And each house has a 
consistent set of caregivers that become like house parents so the young people and caregivers become very much like family. 

For the new facility in Hengyang, the vision was to implement that method of care for over 140 children, including 26 children still living in the 
government welfare centre who were waiting to become part of the ICC family. It would transform the children’s lives.

“KNOW THAT NO MATTER HOW SICK OR DISABLED YOU ARE,  
  THAT YOU ARE NOT ALONE IN THIS WORLD, BUT THAT YOU ARE PART OF A BIG FAMILY”

continued, page 64



BRINGING A JOURNEY TO A CLOSE
Many supporters from all over the world contributed in so many ways to the concept, design, building, finishing and funding 
of the Hengyang Children’s Care Centre. The opening ceremony helps to bring this chapter in ICC’s story to a close.

When ICC set up permanent operations in Hengyang in 2005, 
the Hengyang Welfare Centre provided some facilities. They 
were old, had peeling paint, and needed heavy cleaning and 
renovations. The conditions were not ideal, but ICC made do.

In 2011, ICC negotiated a new contract with the government. 
Part of that contract was for the government to fund and 
construct a new multi-storey facility for ICC, designed to ICC’s 
specifications. Construction began in 2013.

While the government at their cost would construct the 
building, the costs of finishing and outfitting of the building 
would be jointly funded by ICC and the government. This 
would include the electrical, plumbing, wall plastering, 
flooring, toilets, sinks and kitchen cabinets.

ICC donors from all around the world helped contribute to 
this project. The 20/20/20 Campaign was a two-year capital 
campaign to create 20 new group homes. Then, following the 
landslide in the middle of 2014, many people gave toward 
relief efforts and costs to allow ICC to complete the new 
Children’s Care Centre sooner. 

With the children now moved in, this capital campaign comes 
to a close. But ICC’s goal is to bring this family-style model of 
care to all of its projects, so there will be more work to do in 
the future.

“Thank you,” says Kyla Alexander, ICC’s China Operations 
Director, “for joining us...to see the Hengyang Welfare Centre 
transformed into a place of blessing and wholeness...and for 
the various ways you have sown your lives into a vision of 
fullness of life for these precious children. Your sacrifice has 
moved God’s heart, and built something beautiful that brings 
Him glory every day.”



Back at the official opening, Geoff Hall, ICC’s Pastoral Care Director 
and a former long-term volunteer in Hengyang, was capturing the 
festivities with his video camera. He and his 
wife, Dianne, lived in Hengyang during the 
construction period and were there the day 
the children moved in to their new homes. 
This official opening was a powerful day for 
them.

“It was a very moving occasion,” he shares. “The reaction of the children 
created a very real awareness that we were not just opening a building, 
but we were joining them in celebrating their new homes.”

He adds, “Being in Hengyang, particularly during this season of 
building…has been a very rare privilege. The [October] day the children 
moved in was the absolute highlight.” 

Geoff also says that he will never forget seeing the children’s faces as 
they went in and out of rooms, exploring their new surroundings. With 

everything around the children being brand 
new, he strongly believes that each young 
person felt brand new, too.

But, a building is just a building; it doesn’t 
magically solve the challenges and issues that 
face the children that live there. ICC’s volunteers 

in Hengyang will quickly say that while the temptation would be to 
relax, the real hard work is still yet to come. 

The children and young people will continue to grow in age, size, 
maturity and ability. Many of them will need the opportunity to 
exercise the potential that develops within them as they live in their 
homes. Some will need to transition into community living, allowing 

“WE WERE NOT JUST OPENING A 
BUILDING, BUT WE WERE JOINING 
THEM IN CELEBRATING THEIR 
NEW HOMES.”

continued next page6



A Legacy of Play
Following the opening of the Hengyang 
Children’s Care Centre, another ceremony 
took place a few metres away.

A young girl, named Colleen, cut a ribbon 
to open “Yang Yang’s Playground.” Colleen 
is the young daughter of an ICC supporter 
in the USA. She was adopted from the 
Hengyang Welfare Centre a few years 
before ICC began work there, and she 
had returned with her parents for this 
occasion.

Her parents wished to create a legacy 
in honour of Colleen, or Yang Yang as 
she was called when she lived in China. 
They funded the creation a playground 
that would be accessible to children of 
all abilities, including a swing designed 
specifically for wheelchairs.

The playground, designed by Calvin Luk 
and Kevin Au of the RehabAid Society of Hong Kong, is the first of 
its kind in China and has since won an international design award. 

But for all the accolades, the most important feature is it makes play 
available to hundreds of children in ICC’s care for many years to 
come.

more children to come into ICC’s care from the government welfare 
centre. 

“It is about working towards what is best and possible for every 
single individual child that enters our care,” says Kyla Alexander, 
“and committing towards giving them what they need for life and 
wholeness. That’s what these new homes represent.”
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A Legacy of Giving
ONE COUPLE FROM MELBOURNE HAVE FOUND A UNIQUE WAY 
TO MAKE CHILD SPONSORSHIP A FAMILY AFFAIR

Cliff visiting ICC’s projects for the first time in 2010

When Cliff Dawson visited ICC’s projects in November 2010, it was an experience that 
changed his life.

“It was the time when my second grandchild was born,” he recalls. He remembers seeing 
the children and getting to hold a few in one of the baby rooms. “It really brings tears to 
your eyes,” he adds, “having the experience of how lucky we are in Australia, and these are 
children that are abandoned and disabled, and disadvantaged on all fronts.”

Upon his return home, Cliff knew he needed to do something. So, he and his wife, Liz, 
decided to sponsor a child.

Initially, the Dawson’s took up one sponsorship, then they took up a second. Soon, the 
couple decided to link their sponsorships to their grandchildren. 

“It was both to give back and give thanks for what we have got,” he says. “But also to build 
a connection for our family to say we are blessed, and we want to bless you by linking a 
sponsor child to your family on your behalf.”

Over the course of the next few years, four more grandchildren were born, and four more 
sponsorships were taken up. The Dawson’s now create a collage of the photos they receive 
and are working on a book containing all of the child updates for each of the six sponsor 
children to share with their grandchildren.
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“They can look at the photos, hear the stories, and learn that the sponsor children are 
just like them and being cared for in China.”

Cliff and Liz’s long term hope with these sponsorships is to model for their family about 
giving and caring for others. Cliff says it’s never too early to start that conversation with 
your family. 

“The awareness that children have…they soak everything up all the time,” he shares. “They 
understand at a young age and it’s up to us as parents and grandparents to have those 
conversations and invest in them and, as their understanding grows, to teach them 
lessons and explain to them about life.” 

“And,” he adds, “as our grandchildren are getting older, we get to talk about the children 
in China, why they are disabled, what’s happened and God’s care for them and how we 
can make a difference.”

The Dawson’s believe they have been blessed and are actively involved in other 
charitable work, along with what they give to ICC. 

“We see this as a legacy. We want to finish well,” says the soon-to-be-retired accountant. 
“And we want to encourage our family to keep thinking of others…and sponsorship is a 
tangible way to model this.”

Cliff with 4 of his 
6 grandchildren, 
Christmas 2014

Cliff ’s son Ashley, wife Sophie and 3 children, Christopher, 
Lucy and baby William

“AS OUR GRANDCHILDREN GET OLDER, WE GET  
TO TALK ABOUT THE CHILDREN IN CHINA...AND HOW  

WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE”

To find more about ICC’s Child Sponsorship Programme,  
visit: chinaconcern.org/sponsor 9



As I witnessed the opening of the Hengyang Children’s Centre 
this past May, I saw the children perform, heard the appreciative 
applause and was thrilled by the balloon drop over everyone. It was 
a fitting tribute in a day that was truly all about the children.

I looked around and I saw pure joy—joy on the faces of children, joy 
on the faces of their carers and joy in the smiles of the international 
volunteers that call China home.  

In that moment, I thought back to October 2005 when I came to 
Hengyang for the very first time. On that trip I saw the stark reality 
for myself—the lives of abandoned and disabled children hanging 
between life and death.

Then I thought about what I was seeing today, and I instantly knew 
what the difference was: people. 

It was the commitment of international volunteers over many years 
that had led to today. These are the incredible people who have left 

LET YOUR LIFE BE A  
LIVING MESSAGE
Jannene Wall, ICC’s Chief Operating Officer, reflects on the recent 
festivities in Hengyang and what she believes is the true difference in 
the lives of the children over the past 10 years.

their homes, their families and careers to step into the challenges of 
culture, language, sorrow and heartache. It is the sacrifice of those 
coming to stay long term and be part of a child’s daily life that has 
taken hundreds of children from forgotten to favoured.  

We are inviting people to come and be the next influencers of 
change.  There is so much more that we can do in China, but we 
need YOU. 

If you have felt the call of God tugging at you, then you can be 
part of bringing the fullness of life to so many children. Join our 
community of believers, saving lives and influencing a nation. Email 
personnel@chinaconcern.org and start the journey to China.



BE PART OF ICC’S CHINA TEAMS THIS  COMING YEAR
China Teams, as ICC’s short term teams are called, continue to be one of the primary ways that people from all over the world get a close-up look 
at the work that ICC does in China, as well as getting to interact with the children and young people with disabilities who have been abandoned. 

SIGN UP TODAY
Spaces are limited and are on a “first come, first 
served” basis, filling up quickly. The surest way to 
reserve your place is to download and fill out the 
application form from the website, then return the 
form to your country’s National Office along with 
the registration fee as soon as possible. 

CHINACONCERN.ORG/GO

Is 2016 the year that you have the adventure of a lifetime? Do you desire to make a real impact in the world? 

Every year, ICC organises China Teams that are open to people from all over the world to join. For two weeks, you will travel to 
one of ICC’s project locations in China and spend time with children who need love and hope. There are seven China Teams that 
are organized for the coming year, each travelling to one of the three cities that ICC works in.

COME AS YOU ARE

Many wonder if they are the right person to come to China, questioning if they 
have any skills to offer. But if you are willing to serve, then you are qualified to 
provide love and care to the abandoned and disabled, and we want you to come! 

You will serve alongside people from around the world, helping with a variety of 
activities. This may involve playing games, assisting with handicrafts or just simply 
providing one-on-one care and comfort to a child. If you do have specialist skills, 
there may be opportunities to put those to use.

It’s an experience you will never forget, and the impact you have on the children 
and young people will last far longer than your stay in China. 

Make 2016 the year you join ICC in providing full lives for China’s 
abandoned and disabled.



For complete address information, please 
visit our website: 

CONTACT US

chinaconcern.org/contact

AUSTRALIA
P: +61 (0) 7 3812 8118   E: australia@chinaconcern.org

CANADA
P: +1 604 322 3119   E: canada@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG
P: +852 2529 2952   E: hongkong@chinaconcern.org

NEDERLAND
P: +31 229 236485   E: nederland@chinaconcern.org

SINGAPORE
P: +65 9684 6914   E: singapore@chinaconcern.org

UNITED KINGDOM & REPUBLIC OF IRELAND
P: +44 (0) 1670 505622   E: uk@chinaconcern.org

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
P: +1 360 746 8520   E: usa@chinaconcern.org

FOR GENERAL ENQUIRIES, CONTACT US BY EMAIL
E: enquiries@chinaconcern.org

HELP BRING FULLNESS OF LIFE 
TO A CHILD IN NEED. 
BECOME A CHILD 
SPONSOR TODAY!

CHINACONCERN.ORG/SPONSOR
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