
International China Concern is a Christian 
development organisation that changes lives 
by bringing love, hope and opportunity to 
China’s abandoned and disabled.

chinaconcern.org

NEWSLETTER 
ISSUE 2 2014



In early June this year, a torrential rainfall caused 
a wall of mud and rocks to slide down a hill just 
above some of the buildings in our Hengyang 
Project. It was quickly determined to be unsafe 
to stay, and staff and children had to evacuate 
immediately, losing access to housing, education 
and therapy facilities, as well as their kitchen. 

Thankfully, not a single child, staff member or 
volunteer was injured during this disaster and 
ICC was able to find temporary shelter within the 
government-run welfare centre. This was a difficult 
trial for many of the children, especially those with 
autism who lean heavily on routine and familiarity 
for comfort.

I am so very proud of the staff and volunteers 
whose effort helped restore a sense of normalcy 
and security soon after the evacuation was 
complete. I have been equally impressed by the 
support we have received from our donors and 
advocates who responded to the news with their 
resources and prayers. I have so many to thank for 
rallying to our side in that moment of need. It is 

truly encouraging for our staff and our children to 
see how much people all over the world care for 
them.

In this issue of our newsletter, you will discover the 
future plans for the children in Hengyang, including 
their new home. We will also look back at some 
major milestones we have recently reached, as 
well as recognizing the extraordinary dedication 
and service of the Anemaat family in China , who 
are now returning to their native Australia. With 
the Walk the Wall season upon us for 2014, we will 
examine how this walk-a-thon has evolved over the 
years.

I thank you for your continued support of ICC. We 
simply cannot do this without the prayers, gifts and 
service you give to us every day — I am so grateful 
that you do.

THANK YOU FOR STANDING WITH US

David Gotts
Founder & CEO
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During a torrential June rain, a section of a hill in the Chinese city of Hengyang broke away 
and rushed downward. When the landslide was over, buildings were damaged and underground 
streams had destabilised the ground. Unfortunately, these buildings contained the homes of 80 
young boys and girls living in ICC’s Hengyang Project.

The Hengyang Project — or Spring Project, as it is translated from Chinese — is located on 
land owned by the local Chinese government. Over the past 10 years, ICC has been given 
use of a number of buildings on the site. The buildings have been repaired or updated, 
accommodating the more than 130 children in full-time care. Most of the buildings have 
seen better days and haven’t always been ideal facilities for providing care for disabled 
children. But, they have been “home” to so many and have been the site where many lives 
have been saved.

ICC shares the grounds with the Hengyang Welfare Centre — the institution to which 
abandoned children in the city of Hengyang are brought. This proximity to the welfare centre 
has given ICC a unique ability to intervene and advocate for children with disabilities. 

MUDSLIDE FORCES EVACUATION

HENGYANG:
DISASTER & RECOVERY
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The impact of the landslide on the buildings made the homes unsafe 
for entry or further habitation. At the same time, the runoff from 
the rain was flowing underground, right beneath the buildings that 
housed the Vocational Training Centre’s craft workshop, the kitchen 
facilities and some administration offices. 

Eventually, that underground water and soil flowed toward another 
building that housed a number of the young boys. Just like the 
homes hit by the landslide, these other buildings now became 
unsafe as well. The staff of International China Concern had no 
choice but to evacuate the children from their homes.

“The children had to be moved, but the question was, ‘to where?’” 
says Alison Kennedy, ICC’s International Project Liaison in Hengyang. 

“WE’RE SO GRATEFUL FOR THE ACTION THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT TOOK TO HELP US” 

“Fortunately, Director Jiang of the Hengyang Welfare Centre made room 
for us in their nearby building. All we had to do was get the children 
moved.”

Of course, moving children who have a range of special needs and 
disabilities is an enormous task.

“We’re so grateful for the action the local government took to help 
us,” Kennedy says. Within hours, members of a local regiment of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army were onsite helping ICC’s staff to move 
children, salvage furniture and equipment, and get everyone to the 
safety of the welfare centre. Thankfully, not a single child, volunteer or 
staff member was hurt during this process.

The welfare centre offered a safe and temporary refuge while 
construction continued nearby on a new building that was already well 
underway — the new children’s care centre that would replace the old 
buildings now deemed unsafe. As it happens, this building had already 
been in the works for some time and was scheduled for completion in 
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 “WE’RE GOING TO HAVE 
A PLACE IN THE NEW 

BUILDING WHERE WE 
REMEMBER WITH THANKS 

WHERE WE CAME FROM. 
THE OLD BUILDINGS HAVE 
BEEN PLACES OF JOY THAT 

HAVE GIVEN LIFE, BUT 
THIS IS THE NEXT STAGE.”

November of this year. The new building increases our total capacity, allowing us to take on the care 
of more children. It also restructures the space so that the kids can benefit from family-style housing.

“The new building will have 20 family homes in it,” explains Kennedy. “It gives us the opportunity 
to show some of the kids what family life is like. This is a chance for them to learn about what it is 
to be a brother or a sister.” Each home will have two bedrooms, a big living area, a fully accessible 
bathroom, and a wheelchair accessible kitchen. 

The old buildings will be knocked down shortly after the children are moved into their new homes, 
and new playgrounds will be constructed in their place. Kennedy is grateful that this new residence 
comes just at the right time. “We’re going to have a place in the new building where we remember 
with thanks where we came from,” she says. “The old buildings have been places of joy that have 
given life, but this is the next stage.”
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There are many benefits of the new children’s care centre in Hengyang — the 
family-style living spaces, the improved access to therapy and educational 
centres, and the brighter design. These design improvements reflect the many 
years of hard work and advocacy on the part of ICC long-term volunteers and 
staff to see these building enhancements come into concrete reality.

Even a small improvement — such as the new the elevator — can make a world 
of difference in the quality of life for the children in Hengyang.

ICC’s old Hengyang building did not have any wheelchair access from the top 
floors. Children with cerebral palsy who arrived as babies are now seven or 
eight years old — quite heavy to carry down the stairs into the garden, explains 
Alison Kennedy, International Project Liaison at the Hengyang project.

So for Kennedy, the lift means life. “It’s access to the outside world,” she says. 
“They’re going to be able to see the garden. Their world is going to be bigger 
and their life is going to be fuller.” 

“Fullness of life in the form of access to a garden — it’s so simple, but so 
fundamental to what love is,” she adds. 

MEANS FULLNESS OF LIFE
ACCESS TO A GARDEN
THE NEW HENGYANG CHILDREN’S CARE CENTRE



MEANS FULLNESS OF LIFE
The elevator now services all five storeys in the new children’s care centre, giving 20 
family-style group homes easy outside access. 

The brighter building and improved access to therapy and educational centres 
mean increased well-being for everyone in the new centre. The smaller, family-sized 
rooms allow for tighter bonds to be formed, which means higher levels of care. 
More attention can now be given to each child as a part of a family unit. Children 
feel a greater level of independence and responsibility for their living arrangements.

The new building can hold up to 150 children. After the 124 children already with 
ICC are settled, we will be able to take on 26 new children. The government welfare 
centre has already identified 16 youth and ten babies who could benefit from 
the move. The full care and services for these new children will mean increased 
operational costs of up to USD $82,000 per year. 

The children moved into the completed building in October. Volunteers painted 
decorative name boards for each room as part of the fitting out process of the 
homes, for which ICC was responsible. We’re very grateful to have this building 
provided to us, especially after the recent landslide forced us to evacuate our old 
building. This new home could not have come at a better time.

CHINACONCERN.ORG/26SEED

We value your prayer and support, especially  
for the 26 new children that we will be taking on.     
To see how you can help, please visit
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For ICC, milestones are most often events: David Gotts’ earliest trip to 
a welfare centre where he saw, firsthand, the need of abandoned and 
disabled children. Or ICC’s 20th anniversary, celebrated in 2013. 

ICC marks two significant milestones in 2015: the ten-year anniversary 
of the Hengyang project, and the five-year anniversary of ICC’s project 
in Sanmenxia.

HENGYANG

Prior to 2005, ICC China teams had already made several trips to work 
with children at the Hengyang Welfare Centre. 

As relationships with Hengyang government leaders grew, the 
government issued a formal invitation to ICC to become partners in 
care for the disabled children living at the welfare centre. In 2005, Kyla 
Alexander led a group from ICC in Changsha to establish a permanent 
presence in Hengyang.

Ten years on, new group homes enable children to live in family-style 
groupings. Old buildings have been renovated into classrooms and 
craft workshops. Hengyeng now boasts administration and medical 
offices, special education classes and physical therapy programmes. 
Mortality rates of abandoned children have fallen dramatically — from 
80 to 30 per cent.

In a joint ceremony with the Chinese government in May 2015, the 
project’s tenth anniversary will coincide with the official opening of the 
brand-new five-storey children’s care centre in Hengyang.

MAJOR MILESTONES

OUR FIRST STEPS, OUR FIRST WORDS,  
THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL, OUR FIRST LOVE: 
JOURNEYS ARE MADE UP OF MILESTONES.  

THEY ARE THE EVENTS AND PLACES THAT 
ALLOW US TO CHART THE ROUTE WE TRAVEL — 
BOTH IN LIFE AND GEOGRAPHICALLY.
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10 YEARS OF WORK

5 YEARS OF WORK

SANMENXIA

It was 2009 when the first China Team went to the 
city of Sanmenxia in Henan province to work at 
that city’s welfare centre. ICC was in discussion with 
both city and provincial governments to establish a 
more permanent presence there. In May 2010, ICC 
became part of the actual management structure 
of the welfare centre through a formal five-year 
partnership agreement.

A cost-sharing arrangement enables ICC to hire 
increased numbers of care staff, therapists and 
special educators, decreasing the ratio of children 
to care givers — thus dramatically reducing the 
mortality rate of the children. 

Through this partnership, ICC is creating family-
style living arrangements for groups of six to eight 
children. ICC’s integrated model — encompassing 
education, therapy and medical care — is helping 
to create real change for abandoned children in 
Sanmenxia. 

ICC and the government in Sanmenxia are beginning 
a second set of negotiations towards another five-
year agreement, all in the hope of changing more 
lives in Sanmenxia.
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 ANEMAAT FAMILY:

A JOB WELL DONE

After 14 years of service in Changsha, International      
 China Concern volunteers Justin and Lisa 

Anemaat returned to Brisbane, Australia in July of this 
year.

HEARING THE CALL

Lisa recalls how she immediately fell in love with 
the work and the children when she first went to 
Changsha in March 1999 as part of a China Team.  
“I knew this was the place for us,” she says. In October 
of the same year, the couple went on their first China 
Team together.

‘I CAN BE A FATHER TO THESE KIDS’

Justin remembers the moment he first walked 
through the gates of the Changsha Welfare Centre.  
“I thought ‘I could be a father to these kids,’” he 
recalls. Within a year, the couple moved to Changsha 
to begin language training.  

The Anemaats became an important part of ICC’s 
work in China over the next 14 years. They managed 
Team Life groups for all the volunteers in Changsha 
for several years. Lisa worked in a number of areas, 
including the Vocational Training Centre where she 
introduced art to the children and young adults. 
Justin was most recently responsible for all of ICC’s 
operations in the city as the Changsha Area Director.

Justin Anemaat during his first China Team in October 1999.



FRIDAY NIGHTS

The couple recalls “Friday Nights” in the early days of their service with special fondness. 
Friday evenings were spent in much the same way as a youth group in a western church 
would, and the Anemaats grew to be friends and role models for the children. Over the 
years, they watched many of the kids mature and grow into independence; many are now 
responsible for their own living.

SAYING GOODBYE

During their years in China, the Anemaat’s two sons, Tyson and Josh, and daughter, 
Brianna, were born. In addition, the couple recently adopted their daughter, Rebecca, from 
Hengyang. All three of the older children attended local public schools and were part of ICC 
team life. However, as they grew older, it became clear to Justin and Lisa that it was time for 
them to connect with their “home” country.

Today, the family is adjusting to life in Brisbane. The children are adapting well to Australian 
schools. Lisa is now in university with the goal of re-entering the healthcare field, and Justin 
is looking to put his considerable knowledge of Chinese language and culture to work. 

Living and working in China is an experience they would never trade away, says Lisa. “If I had 
it all to do again,” she says, “I would.”

Justin feels their work with ICC “has had a ripple effect” in China. Both the wider society and 
the government have begun to see the value of children with disabilities who have been 
abandoned. During their stay in Changsha, other government welfare centres visited ICC’s 
projects, taking knowledge and methods back to their own cities. “Being part of that was 

pretty cool,” Justin says.

The Anemaat family today: (L-R) Justin, Rebecca, Tyson, Josh, 
Lisa, and Brianna.

Justin and Lisa Anemaat (centre) on the October 1999 team.
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Walk the Wall began eight years ago with a vision: if 600 people 
around the world would walk 10 kilometres each, they would have 
collectively walked the length of the Great Wall of China, symbolising 
overcoming a great obstacle. Today, Walk the Wall events have grown 
to include cycling events, runs and wheelchair and family-friendly 
events of various lengths. Events take place all around the world from 
August through November, with some schools participating as early as 
March each year. 

In some cities, a handful of participants walk in their own neighbourhood. 
Other events attract hundreds of people, filling local parks and trails. In 
China, thousands of people have gathered over the years in Changsha, 
Hengyang and Sanmenxia to walk together, locally supporting the 
children and young adults in ICC’s care. 

The funds raised each year by Walk the Wall events constitute a 
significant percentage of what ICC needs to operate each year. But 

more than that, Walk the Wall is a statement to abandoned and 
disabled children in China that they are loved by people around the 
world.

In recent years, schools have joined in to show their support. 
The event is a fantastic opportunity to educate students about 
international perspectives, social justice and the disabilities that many 
people face on a daily basis. By participating in Walk the Wall, students 
can make a real a difference in the world and experience ownership in 
a charitable cause.

In response to the interest from schools, we have prepared several 
quick and ready lesson plans that teachers can use during classes 
or chapel meetings. We also provide promotional materials. Some 
schools have taken on child sponsorships so that they receive periodic 
updates on specific children.

INTERNATIONAL CHINA CONCERN
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WALKRAISE FUNDSSIGN UP

FOR CHINA’S ABANDONED & DISABLED CHILDREN

www.walkthewall.org

REGISTRATION: 9 AM    START: 10 AM

MINIATURE RAILWAY  
PICNIC SITE

27 SEPTEMBER 2014

REGISTER ONLINE NOW 

DATE & TIME

KAREN CHU
CONTACT:

VANCOUVER 
STANLEY PARK SEAWALL

STARTING LOCATION

EMAIL: canada@chinaconcern.orgPHONE: 604 322 3119
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We invite you to join us by registering at 

If you know a school that is interested in starting a  
Walk the Wall event, please have them contact  
walkthewall@chinaconcern.org for more details.
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Ratana Home and Floral, a Vancouver, Canada-based company that 
manufactures and sells premium indoor and outdoor furniture throughout 
North America, has supported ICC since 2013. Ratana feels it is important to 
be involved in charitable and volunteer work, contributing and giving back 
to communities — especially those where they operate.  

A major portion of Ratana’s manufacturing operation is in China, so 
the organization feels a strong connection with ICC’s work. “ICC helps 
abandoned and disabled children in China, offering them support in all 
aspects, bringing hope and happiness into their lives,” says Rosita Ling, 
Ratana’s Marketing Manager. “These children are very vulnerable and need 
massive amounts of love and support.”

“Participating in Walk the Wall has boosted company morale by bringing 
our employees together to do something meaningful outside the usual 
working environment,” Ling adds. “Since getting involved, our business 
partners see our company as being a socially responsible manufacturer. They 
are willing to contribute and be part of Walk the Wall by sponsoring our 
team members.”

We are grateful for the support we receive from our Corporate Partners. 
And when the employees also get on board by forming a team and 
participating in Walk the Wall, we really feel like they become part of the 
work we do. Ratana Home and Floral, thank you for your continued support!

www.ratana.com

CORPORATE PARTNER FEATURE:
RATANA HOME AND FLORAL

This ongoing series features our Corporate Partners who 
support International China Concern by sponsoring 
Walk the Wall and by encouraging their employees to 
get involved. A Corporate Partnership can contribute to 
improving employee morale, acquiring new customers, and 
raising a company’s profile. It can also result in substantial 
tax benefits. If you are interested in becoming a Corporate 
Partner, please visit www.chinaconcern.org/corporate-
partners for more details. 



農 場 雞 莊
Specialty Chicken & Wonton House

KOCKUMS
Bulk Systems
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WALK THE WALL 2014 
SPONSORS AROUND THE WORLD

THANK YOU 
TO OUR
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For complete address information, please 
visit our website: 

CONTACT US

chinaconcern.org/contact

AUSTRALIA
P: +61 (0) 7 3812 8118   E: australia@chinaconcern.org

CANADA
P: +1 604 322 3119   E: canada@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG
P: +852 2529 2952   E: hongkong@chinaconcern.org

NEDERLAND
P: +31 229 236485   E: nederland@chinaconcern.org

SINGAPORE
P: +65 9684 6914   E: singapore@chinaconcern.org

UNITED KINGDOM & REPUBLIC OF IRELAND
P: +44 (0) 1670 505622   E: uk@chinaconcern.org

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
P: +1 360 746 8520   E: usa@chinaconcern.org

FOR GENERAL ENQUIRIES, CONTACT US BY EMAIL
E: enquiries@chinaconcern.org

CHINACONCERN.ORG/VOLUNTEER

IN ACTION

KEY WAYS YOU CAN SERVE AS A LONG-TERM VOLUNTEER WITH ICC:
Physical therapist  •  Occupational therapist  •  Special educator  

Administrator  •  Project manager  •  Pastoral care  •  Medical practitioner


